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HISTORY

The first  documentation concerning the

presence of Jews in Lublin dates back to the

reign of King Kazimierz Wielki (1310-1370).

According to historically undocumented

records, the king granted the first privileges

for the local Jewish community in 1336. Well-

documented Jewish settlement in Lublin took

place in the 16th century. Intensive

development of the local kehilla resulted

mainly from economic factors. The favourable

geographic location of the city on the

intersection of many trade routes induced

many Jewish merchants to  bring their

economic activity  to this area. Jews also

settled down in Podzamcze [near the castle]

and in the northern and north-eastern parts of

the castle hill. The 16th century was a time of

prosperity and vital development of the Lublin

kehilla. It numbered about 840 people by 1550.



In the 16th century a large part of Podzamcze was flooded by the Czechówka River.

Nevertheless, the Jewish quarter was growing and  gradually  moving onto  the

drained marshy lands around the castle. Jewish houses were also built in the nearby

suburb called Kalinowszczyzna. Probably in 1568 the Jewish town gained another

privilege, de non tolerandis Christianis, which forbade the Christian population to

settle or buy houses and lands within the Jewish town.

 

XVI-XIX CENTURY

Lublin in the XVI century
Source: https://kultura.wiara.pl/doc/1073925.Historia-w-3D



At the beginning of the 19th century, Jews constituted almost half of the town’s

population. Lublin itself was – until the mid-century- the second largest centre of

Jewish population in the Kingdom of Poland after Warsaw. In 1864 the Jewish

community in Lublin amounted to 12,922 people constituting 60% of all Lublin citizens.

At the beginning of the 19th century, this group  possessed large tenement houses,

breweries, mills, tanneries, tobacco plants, and numerous stores in the whole town area.

However, the majority of Jews constituted a poor community which was traditionally

religious,  poorly educated, and almost totally isolated from Polish culture inside the

Jewish quarter.

 

Jewish quarter before on the beginning of XX century
Source: Teatr NN



In the second half of the 1930s, a new trend became more and more visible

among the young generation of the Lublin Jews. They began to lean towards

laicization and became more  linguistically and socially assimiliated to Polish

culture. In 1939, before the onset of the war, the Jewish population in Lublin

numbered 42,830 people and constituted 31% of the total of town's  122,019

inhabitants. Jews possessed over 100 synagogues and prayer houses, most of

which were located in tenement houses and annexes. Only some of them were in

separate buildings.

XX CENTURY

Street in the jewish quarter, Lublin 1937
Source: Golda Tencer-Shurmiej Foundation



SECOND WAR

1939

1939
 

18.09. The German Army entered

Lublin. 

 

04.11. An

action to deport Jews from Krakowskie

Przedmieście and the adjacent streets. 

They had to leave their valuables on

the spot. 

 

23.11.

Hans Frank issued an ordinance on

marking the Jewish population with a

star of David wristband and placing

the same symbol in Jewish shops.



1940

1940
 

28.05. By order of the German

authorities, the Jewish Council sent the

first group of Jewish forced laborers -

230 people - to the newly established

labor camp in Bełżec. The aim of the

camp was to build a fortification line

on the border

between the General Government and

the USSR.

 

 



1941

15.10. The regulation issued by

Hans Frank on the ban on leaving

the designated Jewish districts

and on helping Jews by Poles

came into force. The Germans

introduced the death penalty for

violating these regulations.

1941



1942

 

1942
17-31.03. Great action of displacing the Jewish

population from Lublin. About 1,400 people

were taken to the death camp in Bełżec every

day. By March 31, 18,000 people had been

deported to Bełżec (at that time about 2,500

Jews were murdered in the ghetto).

 

31.03. Further "displacement" of the Jewish

population was ordered. By the middle of

the month, another 10,000 Jews were deported

from Lublin to Bełżec. 

 

End of March. The German authorities

imposed a contribution of about 800,000 zlotys

and gold on the Jewish population. The

officials of the Jewish Council, who

gave the money to the Germans, were shot.

 

16.04. Governor Zörner's orders to establish a

new ghetto in Majdan Tatarski were

announced. The ghetto was fenced with barbed

wire.



1942

02.09. The displacement action, the Germans

took about 1000 people from the ghetto to

Majdanek. 

 

22.10. Selection at Majdan Tatarski. About

1000 Jews were taken to the Majdanek camp.

 

9-11.11. The final liquidation of the ghetto in

Majdan Tatarski. About 3000 people were

transported to Majdanek, where old people

and children were murdered. 

 

 



1943

03.11. On the order of Heinrich

Himmler, Germans carried out mass

executions, which were given the

code name "Erntefest". During this

operation over 18,000 Jews were

shot in the concentration camp at

Majdanek. At the same time about

15,000 people lost their lives in the

Poniatowa labor camp, while in the

Trawniki camp almost 10,000 Jewish

prisoners were murdered.



During the Second World War, Lublin became the seat of occupational

authorities  for the whole district.  A strong police and military garrison

implemented the Nazi policy of exterminating the Jewish population.

Soon after the Nazi army had marched into town, the persecutions of Jews

began. In November 1939 Jews residing in the city centre were moved to

the area of the Jewish quarter in Podzamcze.

GERMAN OCCUPATION

Beginning of the occupation Street of the Lublin ghetto
Source: Teatr NN



In November 1939, the general governor Hans Frank issued a decree on the

establishment of Jewish Councils, otherwise known as Judenrats. According to this

document, the emerging councils were to be a mediator between the German authorities

and the Jewish community of a given town. In her memoirs, Ida Gliksztejn summed up

the role of the Jewish Council very critically: 

 

"Members of the Judenrat still lived in their pre-war apartments, they had all the

privileges, their self-confidence and pride grew day by day. [...] To this extent, the

authorities went to their heads, taking away their sober view of things. Concessions,

papers, privileges, that's how the Germans put them to sleep. They realized with time

that the Jewry would die, but they and their families would stay in prosperity and the

greedier, the more greedily they took the wealth and tightened the screw of contribution

and taxes."

The Jewish quarter 
Source: Bundesarchiv



Lublin became the location of several labour camps. They housed various

enterprises and workshops employing Jews. The first labour camp at Lipowa

Street 7, built in November 1939, was established. Henryk Goldwag recalled

recruiting people to work in the Lipowa camp: 

 

"One day, all the Jews from 18 years of age were called upon to appear at 8 a.m.

on Lipowa Street with their announcements. Almost all the Jews appeared. We

were rushed and runners were organized with us to examine our "physical

fitness", beating mercilessly with whips and thick sticks. These actions were

carried out by SS men in black uniforms. Whoever was delayed even a few

minutes in the morning at the party was tortured and beaten to death. [...] The

victims of being late, bleeding and beaten to death, were for us a prophecy of

what awaits us."

FORCED LABOUR

Forced labour in the ghetto
Source: Teatr NN



GHETTO
On March 24, 1941, Lublin governor Ernst Zörner issued a decree according to which a Jewish

ghetto was to be established in Lublin. Initially, the area intended for Jews did not have the

character of a closed ghetto, its inhabitants had relatively free access to the remaining parts of the

city. Despite this, there was an extremely difficult food situation and catastrophic hygienic

conditions. In a very short time  diseases started to spread in the ghetto, leading to mass deaths of

its inhabitants. Bolesław Kopelman

remembered: 

 

"People lived in the gates of houses and on the street. Every few steps they were lying in the cold

with their legs and hands frostbite, begging for a piece of bread and dying together with the

children on the street from hunger, cold and exhaustion. Then a spotted typhus exploded in the

whole horror. In the crowded rooms, where several dozen people lived, in the synagogues,

hundreds, the epidemic spread in a catastrophic way. The epidemic was probably transplanted by

the Germans on purpose, because it suddenly broke out, and the Germans used it as an excuse to

set up the ghetto so that the epidemic would not spread outside the city. […]"

 

That's how Henry Golwag remembered the ghetto: 

 

"The Jewish district was surrounded by barbed wire and one could go out onto the town through

the gate on Kowalska Street. The gates and wires were guarded by Ukrainians. From time to time

they were patrolled by SS men. There was one SS soldier, the Jews called him "der Schiesser"

(German: schiessen - shoot), who controlled the Jews coming and going out, often stripping them

naked. When he found something that they took to the city for sale or brought from the city for

food, he killed the guilty person on the spot."

 

 



Transfer of Jews to the ghetto
Source: https://pl.pinterest.com

 



On the night of 16/17.03.1942 the Nazis commenced a large deportation from the

Lublin ghetto. This date is  believed to have marked the beginning of “Aktion

Reinhardt” - the systematic and massive extermination of the Jewish population in

General Government [Generalgouvernement]. The preliminary selection took place

in the square in front of the building where the seat of the Judenrat was located (11

Grodzka Street). The large Maharszal Synagogue was transformed into a meeting

place for people who were pronounced incapable of work and selected for

deportation. From Jateczna Street those people walked towards a loading rail ramp

by the city slaughterhouse. From there, daily transports numbering around 1,400

people each departed to the extermination camp in Bełżec. During this month-long

action about 26,000–30,000 Lublin Jews were transported and murdered there.

DEPORTATION TO THE 
DEATH CAMP IN BEŁŻEC

Resettlement of Jews from Lublin to the province March 1941
Source: Yad Vashem Archive



Henryk Goldwag described the moment of the first deportation to Bełżec: 

 

"In the middle of March 1942 the action of deportation began, which took place

in such a way that the Germans entered the ghetto and emptied houses with

the help of the Jewish militia, and all the inhabitants with documents were

collected in the square in front of the Judenrat on Grodecka Street, where the

selection took place. It was carried out by Dr. Sturm, Kalich and Knitzky. [...]

The gathered people had to crouch down so that Sturm could see everyone. If

someone got up and couldn't stand this position any longer, they shot him on

the spot. Once (Sturm) went into the apartment of a Jewish woman, who was

lying sick in bed, and a child next to her. He took the child by its leg with its

head down to its left hand, and shot him with its right hand. Then he threw the

child's corpse to themother's bed, and when she looked at him with eyes full of

madness and didn'teven scream, but simply fossilized in pain, he shot her with

a smile on her face. [...] The gathered people were concentrated in the

synagogue, where they stayed all day, and at night they were taken to a railway

siding next to the mill, from where they were sent in closed wagons, nobody

knew where to, and none of them ever returned".
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