Izbica

HISTORY
The Jewish settlement in Izbica dates back to the 18th
century, it was a small town from the beginning almost
exclusively Jewish.
In 1921, Izbica had 3,085 inhabitants, including 2,862 Jews
(92%).
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Memoirs of Thomas Toivi Blatt about Izbica on the eve of the outbreak of
war.
"(...)In Izbica itself there were about 3,600 Jews and two
hundred Christians. Most towns people were poor and
lived in wooden flats; only a very few, the wealthy, had
brick houses. three artesian pumps and a few wells
supplied water. there was no electricity until the mid1930. The Jews were predominantly Orthodox, but
progressive ideas were beginning to take hold. the
caftan, beard, earlocks, and scull-cap were beginning to
give way to Polish or Western dress.(...)Everybody knew
everybody in Izbica, and people were called mostly by
nicknames."
(T.T.Blatt, From the Ashes of Sobibor. A story of Survival. Northwestern
University Press, 1999)

"Operation Reinhardt" began in March 1942, aimed at the extermination
of Jews in General Government. The largest transit ghetto was created
in Izbica Lublin District, to which Jews from Germany, Austria and the
Protectorate were deported Bohemia and Moravia. The location of the
ghetto in Izbica was determined by its location towns near the railway
line leading to the death camps in Bełżec and Sobibor. Geographical
location of the town, which is surrounded on three sides hills, and the
fourth fenced off by the river meant that the ghetto did not have to be
in any way way fenced. From March to the end of May 1942, Germans
deported to Izbica around 11,000-15,000 Jews from outside the
General Government.

Photo: Railway station in Izbica
Source: https://fotopolska.eu/Izbica/b27447,Dworzec_kolejowy.html?f=1258627-foto

WORLD WAR II
1942
In March the first deportation
took place from Izbica to Bełżec.
On this day, the Nazis took
around 2,200 Polish Jews to the
extermination camp.
At the beginning of April, the
Germans deported another 2,500
Polish Jews to the extermination
camp in Bełżec.

1942
In late October and early
November, mass deportations
from the transit ghetto in Izbica to
death camps in Belzec and Sobibor
took place. Not only people
staying in Izbica were taken away,
but also those resettled for this
purpose from other places, e.g.
Zamość. Those for whom there
was no space in the transports
were imprisoned in the building of
the then cinema and in small
groups, led to the cemetery and
shot. At that time, the Germans
shot about 1,000 - 2,000 Jews at
the Jewish cemetery in Izbica.

1943
In January, the so-called a
vestigial ghetto, to which about
1,000 Polish Jews who, during
the liquidation of the transit
ghetto, hid outside the village.
In April, the final liquidation of
the ghetto in Izbica took place.
The last 200 Jews remained
deported to the death camp in
Sobibór.

Photos show a couple - Marianne Strauss and Ernst Krombach. Ernst
Krombach stayed deported from Essen (Germany) with his family to
Izbica. Marianne Strauss also lived in Essen. Her father was an
influential man, so they managed to avoid deportation. young people
immediately began to write letters to each other. Coincidentally,
neighbor Marianne (Christian Arras) in Essen had a car workshop in
which Wehrmacht vehicles were repaired. He drove the Wehrmacht
car to Izbica and visited Ernst, who gave him a letter to Marianne. As
it turned out after the war, the letter was one of the few original
accounts from that the period in which someone described the living
conditions in Izbica.

Photo: Ernst Krombach and Marianne Strauss
Source: Mark Rosemann " In einem unbewachten Augenblick. Eine Frau überlebt im
Untergrund" Berlin 2002
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My love, my dearest!
You can imagine my feelings and my joy! Everything you
sent us, which for a while has taken away our worries about
our daily bread! The time we shared, everything all at once,
raised our spirits and naturally filled me with excitement.
It's all so extraordinary, the thoughts come thick and fast.
I shall tell you my story, so you can see it for yourself. (...)
I shall start for the beginning so let me go back to 4 months
ago, when it all started. It was a rainy evening, when we
arrived at Izbica. Once arrived, we were met by Jewish
Police and the SS who then shoved us into the cave – like
dwellings. An optimist might think of ‘Carmen’ if the reality
hadn't been so hard, particularly for the elderly.
Izbica is a village hidden in a valley. It used to be home to
about 3,000 Polish Jews. Its geographical situation is
superb. The ‘houses’ are mainly built of wood and clay and
consist of one or two ‘rooms’. Everything is filthy and
infested. A few of the houses have the luxury of beds, tables,
chairs or cupboards. We ourselves live less comfortably
than most but, on the other hand, we are closer to the
outskirts. We look out on the greenery and freedom, in
a peaceful, sunny and stink-free environment. There are 12
of us living in the 2x4 meters hovel: 4 Rudi`s, 3 Katzensteins,
2 Meyers (relatives of Rudi`s) and we 3. At the front of the
room we have: 2 tables, 2 wooden benches we made
ourselves, 4 chairs which we ‘organized’, I stove: at the back
of our room, on the luxury of a wooden floor (elsewhere clay)
and sacks of straw the ‘beds’, side-by-side on the floor.

This town of cave huts with its many hiding places would be
absolute paradise for a scout groups. (…)
Now to the “Jewish state”. Before the first transport arrived
here, Izbica was cleansed of its Jewish residents. I.e. the SS
drove them out with weapons and clubs. The first transport
arrived here in March from Czechoslovakia (...). The second
transport also came from Czechoslovakia and thus the
important positions were taken by the Czechs. After that the
transports came thick and fast: Aachen, Nuremberg, AachenDuren, Breslau, Essen,
Stuttgart, Frankfurt, two from
Slovakia, two from Theresienstadt etc. (... )
The legal code is simple to describe: the death penalty. (...)
Everything is forbidden; the penalty as above. Leaving the
ordained district before
7 a.m. or after 7 p.m. Bartering,
buying or selling or speaking to Polish Aryans. Backing
bread. buying rationed groceries such as butter, eggs, bread,
potatoes, etc. Sending letters or any other form of
correspondence, leaving the borders of the town, possession
of gold or German money, or at all any money, jewellery,
silver etc. Unfortunately, such offences (if that is what they
are) have cost many lives. (…)
In the meantime, many transports have left here. Of the
approximately 14,000 Jews that arrived only 2-3,000 are still
here. They go off in cattle trucks, subject to the most brutal
treatment, with even fewer possessions, i.e. only the clothes
they are wearing. That is one rung further down the ladder.
We have heard nothing more of these people (Austerlitz,
Bärs, etc.)
After the last transport, the men who were working outside
the village returned to find neither wives, nor children, nor
their possessions. (…)

Whenever I`ve had the opportunity to join the police I`ve
always refused. Mainly because of the unpleasant work: Jews
against Jews. But I was unable to avoid getting involved in the
evacuation of Polish Jews. You have to suppress every human
feeling and, under supervision of the SS, drive the people out
with a whip, just as they are – barefoot, with infants in their
arms. There are scenes which I cannot and will not describe
I just thought of it. (...)
Food is a principal concern for everyone here. Many go under
through malnutrition. There's no one here to care for them.
There is some ‘welfare’, which provides hardly any help (water
soup). (...) Various private individuals give lunch to people. (…)
Those who have no money, no relatives, no acquaintances in
Germany to send them things and nothing left to sell must
either starve or steal. (…)
My love, I have written the whole afternoon. Tomorrow the
report continues: work, hygiene etc. For today, good night! How
well will I sleep?
Yours!
E.
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