Tyszowce

HISTORY
Tyszowce was probably built in the place of one of Cherven City,
which was destroyed in the second half of the 13th century.
Tyszowce became part of the Polish state during the reign of
Casimir III the Great in 1341. Probably in 1419, the Duke of
Masovia and Bełsk Ziemowit IV granted the town Magdeburg
rights.
In 1424 a church was erected and a parish was established.
Tyszowce also granted the status of a royal town. The prosperity
of the centre was favoured by the trade route leading from Lviv
towards Lublin, Poznań and Wrocław.

Photo: View of the church and orthodox church in Tyszowce
Source: Archiwum Urzędu Miejskiego w Tyszowcach

The first records of Jews in Tyszowce date back to 1528. In 1576, the
Jewish community was granted a privilege to settle in Tyszowce from
King Sigismund II Augustus. The Jews could settle down freely, buy
houses and plots, and trade all kinds of goods. They were guaranteed
all freedoms and rights on an equal footing with the townsmen.
Since the privilege was issued, the number of Jewish residents of the
town grew rapidly. In 1571, 31 Jewish families were living in
Tyszowce. In 1630, Tyszowce numbered 1,420 people, of whom 280
were Jewish. The local community developed quickly and became
rich.

Photo:Market Square in Tyszowce during World War I
Source: Archiwum Urzędu Miejskiego w Tyszowcach

Most families made a living from small trade and craft. The Jews ran
numerous tailoring and carpentry workshops, bakeries, and
slaughterhouses, as well as shops with shoes, textiles, colonial
goods, paints, and cosmetics. There were also a few larger trade and
production enterprises owned by Jews. There were several Jewish
restaurants and taverns in the vicinity of Market Square.
Just before the outbreak of World War II, in 1939, 3311 Jews were
living in Tyszowce, which constituted 43% of the settlement's
population. In 1939, the town was in bloom. A beaten road connecting
the settlement with Zamość was built, the market square and side
streets were paved.

Photo: Paving the Market Square in Tyszowce in 1939 just before the outbreak of World War II
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WORLD WAR II
1939
In September 1939, Tyszowce
found itself under Soviet
occupation.
As a result of the correction of the
borderline, Soviet troops left the
town on October 8th, and with
them, 2,000 Jews left for the East.
In October, Tyszowce was again
taken over by German troops.

1940 - 1941
In Spring 1940, Germans
established a Judenrat composed
of 10 people. It was headed by
the merchant Zeling Cukier. The
Nazis also set up the Jewish police,
which was headed by Meir Szek.
Jews from Warsaw, Otwock, and
Lublin were brought to Tyszowce,
by the Nazis – they took part in river
control work and road construction.
The labour camp was liquidated in
the autumn of 1941.

1942
During the night of 16/17 April
1942, the Nazis launched the
massive execution of Jews in
Tyszowce. Jews were brought to
the square before the former public
bath – several hundred people were
shot then.
On 25 May 1942, the Germans
herded 800 Jews to the town
square and transported them to
the Bełżec extermination camp.
Those who tried to protest were
killed on the spot. The head of the
Judenrat was killed at that time –
Zeling Cukier and other members of
the Jewish Council.

1942
For the remaining Jews a ghetto
was established. About 600-1000
Jews were put there, including
several Czech Jewish families. A
new Judenrat was established,
headed by a Jew named Fiszleber.
In September 1942, an execution
took place, in which the Germans
lost 49 Jews.
In October 1942, the Germans
began the liquidation of the
Tyszowce ghetto. Those who
survived to this point were
transported in wagons to the
death camp in Bełżec.

Extracts from a book written by
Robert Horbaczewski

"W blasku świec - opowieści tyszowieckie"

"On the afternoon of September 12th, the first bombs fell on
the city. They hit, among others: Bencia Adler's granary near
the bridge, Kazimierz Sikorski's forge. Several people died. The
next day the market square in Tyszowce was on fire. The
flames appeared simultaneously in several places".

Photo: Tyszowce after the bombing in 1939.
Source: https://fotopolska.eu/zdjecia/m46631,Tyszowce.html?
zakres=5&zdjeciaOd=1939&zdjeciaDo=1945&f=1297963-foto

"All Jews from the age of 10 had to wear a white armband
with a yellow Star of David on their shoulders. They were
forced to do all the possible work. They took part in river
control work and road construction".

Photos: A labor camp in Tyszowce. The drainage works on the Huczwa river.
Source: Archiwum IPN (Instytut Pamięci Narodowej)

"On the Shavuot feast (Pentecost), 25 May, the deportation
action continued. At night, Gestapo and SS officers herded the
Jews to the town square. Several hundred (580 or 800) women,
the elderly, and children were loaded on horse-drawn
carriages and transported to the death camp. Those who tried
to protest were killed on the spot. They also shot Zelinga Cukra
and other members of Judenrat for "not having prepared
strong enough alcohol to celebrate the beginning of the
deportation". During this action, several hundred Jews
escaped to the forest. Those who stayed in the town, as well as
those who returned sometime later, were gathered in the area
between the old arm of the Huczwa River and Zamłynie, where
the poor Jews lived before the war. There, in a few wooden
houses that survived the fire, Germans established a ghetto
(according to various sources, between 600 and 1000 people
were crowded there, including several Jewish families from
the Czech Republic). The new head of Judenrat became a
German Jew, Fiszleber, who became famous for his cruelty
towards his brothers and sisters.
In September 1942, an execution took place, in which the
Germans lost 49 Jews. In October (after the construction of the
camp in Bełżec), the Germans began the final liquidation of the
ghetto. Those who survived the starvation and epidemic were
transported in wagons to Bełżec. On the spot, the Nazis shot 22
men. Fiszleber, his mother, and sister committed suicide. The
last rabbi of Tyszowce, Ariel Glanc, was also murdered".

Photo: German soldiers in Tyszowce
at 9 Czarnieckiego Street, 1941-1942
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"Adam Siuda, who in his childhood lived next to the ghetto
and the municipal jail (now the property of Mr. Flaks)
witnessed these events. He remembered that for almost a
week, a few dozen Jews were kept without food in tight cells.
People brought them milk and thinly sliced bread. They were
undermining the window frames as nobody was watching.
The Jews paid with a dollar or a ring. The gendarme came in
from time to time to see if everything was in order. After a
week the gendarmerie came from Rachanie or Zamość.
When the Jews saw the car, fuss erupted in the cells. They
felt that this was their end. The Germans formed a line and
beat every Jew with rawhides. They asked who had the gold.
Such a fat Jew gave them a thick gold chain, rings, and
watches. The German took them, pulled a gun out of the
holster, and killed him. Then another German took them to a
ghetto. There was a hole dug out there. He killed them one by
one with a pistol. He recharged it, five bullets, came up and:
bang, bang, bang. None of them tried to escape. No one. In
the end, a sergeant with a fat belly went to check if there was
nobody left in the cell. A healthy peasant jumped out from
under the bunk - he was a horseman from Wojciechówka. He
pushed the German to the ground. The rest of the Germans
were already sitting in the car. Before the German got up and
started yelling: "halt, halt," he escaped through our yard,
across the frozen river. A blue policeman shot at him and hit
his calf. Two Germans were so determined that they jumped
after him into the water. They put in the Jew as many bullets
as their guns held".

Photo: The Jewish cemetery in Tyszowce destroyed during World War II. Renovated on the
initiative of David Lasek, Abraham Borg, and community of Tyszowce 1988.
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