Tarnow

HISTORY
The first written mention of Jews in Tarnów's come from the
15th century. In the sixteenth century, Jews were permitted to
purchase a several houses within the town walls, but on a clearly
separated street. This was how the Jewish quarter was created
and gradually began to expand. On May 4th 1581, Tarnów Jews
received the privilege from the then owner of Tarnów, Prince
Konstanty Wasyl Ostrogski, of exempting them from the
jurisdiction of Tarnów (urban jurisdiction), and guaranteeing the
safety of the synagogue and the cemetery.
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In the second half of the 18th century, the town, economically
deperate and falling into disrepair, permitted Jewish merchants
to settle within the city walls. In 1772, Jews made up 34% of the
population. In 1788, a Jewish school was established, and in
1842, a Jewish hospital was created. In 1890 was established a
second Jewish school in Tarnów. By the second half of the 19th
century, Jews dominated trade and small industry. Their compact
settlements occupied the entire eastern part of the city, called
Grabówka, as well as the market square and a few adjacent
streets. In the inter-War period, in 1921, 15,600 Jews lived in
Tarnów, amounting to 42% of the population.
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In the inter-War period, in 1921, 15,600 Jews lived in
Tarnów, amounting to 42% of the population. In the years 19201939, an average of 70-150 people emigrated to Palestine every
year. In 1928, the Zionist "Jewish Weekly" began to be published
in Polish and soon won a general readership in the town. In
September 1939, the number of Jews in Tarnów increased to
about 25,000 people (45% of the total population). A large number
of them were the town's cultural and intellectual elite. They were
lawyers, doctors, musicians, teachers and entrepreneurs.
However, most Jews were poor. At that time, Tarnów had the
fourth largest Jewish community in Galicia after Lwów, Kraków
and Stanisławów. It was the first among major towns in terms of
the number of Jews as a percentage of the total population.
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II WOJNA ŚWIATOWA
1939
On September 7th, 1939, the
Germans entered Tarnów.
On September 8th, 1939, the
Germans set fire to a number of
Jewish buildings, including
the Great Synagogue.
In November 1939, all the
synagogues and prayer houses
were already burned down and
blown up.

1940 - 1941
In May 1940, a number of
local Jewish leaders
were deported to Auschwitz,
which was not yet
an extermination camp.
In March 1941, a ghetto was
established, in which it was
closed around 40,000 Jews
from Tarnów and its
surroundings.

1942
From June 11-19, 1942, the
Germans gathered thousands
of Jews in the market square.
During the action, 3,000 people
were shot in the streets and the
Jewish cemetery, another 7,000
people were murdered in the
forest in Zbylitowska Góra and
another 12,000 Jews were
taken to the Bełżec death
camp.
In September 1942, the second
deportation to the Bełżec death
camp took place.
In mid-November 1942, the
third deportation of Jews to the
Bełżec death camp took place.

1943
In September 1943, during
the liquidation of the ghetto,
the Germans murdered about
10,000 Jews on the spot and
transported the rest to
a concentration camp
in Płaszów and the forced
labor camp in Szebnia.

The beginning of the German occupation of Tarnów
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On November 9, 1939, before noon, I saw Germans in
uniforms from the windows of our apartment at 6
Kaczkowskiego Street, carrying iron rods. They entered a
neighboring warehouse with gasoline, rolled out a barrel
of gasoline, smashed the entrance door from the
synagogue in front of our apartment and set it on fire. I
looked at the flame that immediately exploded, and the
Poles told us later, after they left, that the Germans were
breaking benches and liturgical vessels in the synagogue.
It was burning all day and all night. The impression was
incredible, but we weren't afraid for our own lives yet, it
didn't even occur to us that the Germans would "handle"
people and that we were in danger. On that day all the
synagogues in Tarnów were burnt down. Because the
main synagogue didn't burn down immediately, the
Germans blew it up. After this people started to run away
to the Soviet side.

At first, the Germans tried to dull Jews vigilance by not
carrying out murders. They limited themselves only to
the persecutions to which Jews were partly accustomed.
Later, single murders of people
began. All this happened before
the first deportations. At that
time, Jews from various cities,
e.g. Krakow and the surrounding
small towns, were resettled to
Tarnów. Therefore, when the first
information about the planned
resettlement started to appear,
nobody
thought
that
the
resettlement was equivalent to
death. None of my friends even
for a moment thought about
death. (...)
Source: Testimony submitted to the Jewish Committee
in Tarnów on 3.XII.1946 by Janina Schiffówna
born in Tarnów in 1930.
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The first act of genocide in Tarnów was the so-called "first
action". From June 11-19, 1942, the Germans gathered thousands of
Jews in the market square. At the same time, 3,000 people were
shot on the streets and in the Jewish cemetery. Another 7,000 were
murdered in the woods near Mount Zbylitowska and another 12,000
were deported to the extermination camp in Bełżec.
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"The day of the first displacement in Tarnów was terrible.
Already in the morning, deputies from the Jewish
Community appeared with an order that the people to be
resettled should wait at the doors of the houses until they
were there. Small bundles or suitcases could be taken with
them. Everyone was waiting in the gates of the houses, we
could hear the cries of those who were displaced and
those who stayed. Families were separated, wherever the
father and child stayed, and the mother with the other
child went for displacement. SS and Gestapo patrols were
circulating in the streets, taking the displaced to the
assembly point, that is to the market square(...) For the
whole morning, lorries were driving towards the Dunajec
River carrying women, children and old people. They were
all lying on the platforms of the trucks, one on top of the
other. After half an hour the cars were coming back with
clothes only..
Source: Testimony submitted to the Jewish Committee in Tarnów on December 10, 1946.
by Halina Korniło was born in Tarnów in 1930.
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Second deportation of Tarnów Jews to the Auschwitz-Birkenau
concentration camp and the Płaszów concentration camp
"In September of the same year, a second displacement
took place. Before that we had applied for Aryan papers
but somehow we didn't have the courage or money to
escape from the ghetto. In our house a hiding place was
built in the attic which could accommodate up to 40
people, but my mother was not wanted to hide because
she didn't work on the construction of this hiding place, so
I decided not to hide in it either. And that was our
happiness, because one of the Jews from Germany
betrayed this place. My mother and I hid under the bed
and they didn't find us there, and later we hid in this
hiding place from which people were taken out. Kurz
found out we were there and told us to go down, but the
mother told us to stay. Kurz left, he didn't want to bother,
because the place was uncomfortable. That's how we
survived the deportation action there. Then we went out
with two bundles in the direction of Czarna Street and
went to Lviv".
Source: Testimony submitted to the Jewish Historical Commission in Kraków on December
11th, 1946 by Lila Wider, born in Tarnów in 1927.
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November deportation to the Bełżec death camp

On one Sunday, November 15, 1942, when nobody expected the action,
the third displacement took place. When the ghetto was surrounded,
there was a great panic. Mommy, seeing that it was impossible to go
out to the hospital, hid with me and my little sister in a bunker in the
attic at 4 Lwowska Street. There were about 300 of us there. The
bunker was made in an exquisite way, impossible to recognize, so we
were sure that we would save ourselves here. We stayed until 4
o'clock in the afternoon, when we heard the steps of the gendarmes
and Gestapo. The bunker was betrayed, the gendarmes started to take
people out. The "Ordnungsdienst" took part in the displacement.
Leaving the bunker unnoticed I approached O.D. Zimmet, who was on
duty, asking him to save us. He threw us into the dungeon and
reported to the Germans that there was no one left in the bunker. We
lied in that dungeon until the evening, until the action was finished.
Out of the hidden 300 people, only we managed to save ourselves.
Again, there are several thousand fewer of us left."
Source: Testimony submitted to the Jewish Historical Commission in Kraków on December
10th, 1946 by Haliina Korniło, born in Tarnów in 1930.
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IN JUNE THE GERMANS
BEGAN THE EXTERMINATION
JEWS OF TARNÓW
THE BLOOD OF THOUSANDS OF
OF THE MURDERED
FLOWED ONTO
STREET COBBLESTONES
On the 55th anniversary
of the tragedy
Tarnów City Council
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