Kolbuszova

HISTORY
The first mention of Kolbuszowa settlement appeared in 1459.
The castellan of Nowy Sącz, Stanisław Tarnowski, made it the
seat of the family, erecting a defensive court, hospital and St.
Stanislaw's church. Kolbuszowa developed dynamically thanks
to its very favorable location at the crossroads of several routes,
becoming one of the largest agricultural and craft settlements in
the Sandomierz Forest at the end of the 16th century.
The first mention of Jewish presence in Kolbuszowa dates back
to the beginning of the 16th century. They appeared here as
buyers of local furniture products. With time, the Jews in
Kolbuszowa mastered the craftsmanship, they were engaged in
carpentry, tailoring, shoemaking, baking and butchery.

Photo: The market in Kolbuszowa 1905.
Source: https://fotopolska.eu/314366,foto.html?o=u139263&p=1

In the middle of the 18th century, Jews constituted half of the
town's population. Chasidic Jews - followers of the tzaddik from
Ropczyce - dominated. At the end of the 19th century the first
Zionists appeared in Kolbuszowa.
The coat of arms of the city of Kolbuszowa, adopted in 1866,
depicts a friendly handshake between a Pole and a Jew. Above
the hands is a crusader's cross and below, is a star of David.
The economic situation in the interwar period was very difficult
for the Jews in Kolbuszowa - it was a crisis that favoured
emigration. In 1939 there were 1,756 Jews living in Kolbuszowa.

Graphics: Coat of arms of the town of Kolbuszowa.
Source: https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herb_Kolbuszowej

WORLD WAR II
1939 - 1941
Right after the German army entered
40 Jews were murdered in the town
and many young people fled to the
areas under Soviet occupation.
At the beginning of 1940, the Germans
began to deport the Kolbuszova Jews
to labour camps. The inhabitants of
Kolbuszova were directed to slave
labour, among others in the quarry in
Pustkow and Nowy Sącz.
In March 1940, by order of the German
occupation authorities, a Judenrat was
established.
In June 1941 a ghetto was established
in Kolbuszova. Sanitary conditions
and starvation caused high mortality
among its inhabitants.

1942
On 24 June 1942, all Jews from the
Kolbuszova ghetto were deported to
the ghetto in Rzeszów. The vast
majority of them were later deported
to the Bełżec death camp.
From the resettled group to Rzeszów,
Germans moved back to Kolbuszova
about 100 Jews. Their task was to
carry out demolition works in the
ghetto. After hearing the news about
the shooting by the Germans in the
nearby forest a large group of Jews
trying to get to Hungary, 37 of them
decided to escape. The others were
deported on 14 November 1942 back
to Rzeszów, and from there to the
death camp in Bełżec.

Naftali Saleschütz (1920-2006) was hiding in the forest as a partisan. After the Soviet
army entered in mid 1944, he joined the Polish Army and took part in the liberation of
Krakow from the German occupation. In 1947, he emigrated to the United States.Years
later he described his memories of his life in the Kolbuszova ghetto:

“The Germans law was that all Jews twelve years old and up had to
wear the yellow armband. We didn’t have a yellow armband. Our
armbands were white with the blue Star of David. (...) Getting the
band was such a proud moment for Shulim, to him it meant he was
now a man, that he was growing up to be like his father. (...) I
asked my uncle to take a picture of him putting on the armband.
(...) He had it on the right arm and he pulls out the arm to show it
on the photo; he was so proud of it. Shulim was deported with his
mother, brother, and sister to Bełżec death camp where he was
killed in July 1942.”
Source:https://collections.ushmm.org/oh_findingaids/RG-50.549.03.0004_trs_en.pdf

Photo: This photograph was taken on the occasion of Shulim's twelfth birthday, when he
was first required to wear an armband. Pictured from left to right are Shulim Saleschütz,
Blimcia Lische, Henoch Kornfeld and Naftali Saleschütz. The three children were murdered
in Bełżec in July 1942.
Source: https://collections.ushmm.org/search/catalog/pa24447

During the war, Naftali sympathized with Rozia Susskind. Below
there is a picture of Rozia with three of her friends. On the back there
is a very meaningful entry:
"The present is dark and dreary, but let us believe that the future
will be beautiful in Palestine. To my dear friend Naftali, Rozia S.
Kolbuszowa, January 5, 1941."

Photo: Four young Jewish women in the Kolbuszova ghetto. In the photo from right to left:
Sucia Hofert, Rozia Susskind, Pepka Weitz and Suzia Wein. All these girls were murdered in
Belzec in July 1942.
Source: https://collections.ushmm.org/search/catalog/pa17199

Testimony submitted to the Jewish Historical Institute in Krakow

Gusta Rubinfeld (née Wiesenfeld)
born in Kolbuszova on 15.09.1919.

"My parents lived in Kolbuszova before the war. I lived in
Krakow and worked in a string factory at Hutter. (...) I traded
a bit, my sister earned her living as a sewer, my brother was
a bootmaker and he worked for the Germans an, we managed
somehow. My father, an old man, an orthodox, could not
decide to cut his beard. He cut it off piece by piece and walk
around with his face wrapped around. Almost every day the
Germans would come into Jewish apartments. They sent
them to the nearby lagers, most of them to Pustkow. Father
died a week before the creation of the ghetto. The ghetto
consisted of several small streets with wretched houses.
Eight people were living in a tiny room. (...) The ghetto was a
place of misery, people were dying of hunger. (...) A track
near Kolbuszova was built and people were taken from the
ghetto to work. They took my brother and three sisters to
build the track. My mother and I didn't work.

Photo: Jews on forced labour near Kolbuszova; October 1940.
Source:https://collections.ushmm.org/search/catalog/pa1063374

The misery at home was
terrible, after four weeks I left
for Krakow. (...) In the summer
of 1942, Jews from Kolbuszova
and the surrounding area were
taken to Rzeszów and people
talk about further deportation.
In Krakow, we already knew
what a displacement meant. I
applied for family passes, and
went to Kolbuszova with a
friend with a "good look". I
couldn't persuade them to leave
in any way, they were afraid
that they would not survive in
Krakow. We came back with
nothing. After a few days, they
were taken to Bełżec. They
wrote me a note from the road
so that I wouldn't worry about
them, that they would manage".

Photo: Collective portrait of Jewish policemen in the Kolbuszova ghetto. Photographed sitting
from left to right: Mendel Dreingel, Izak Silber and Efraim Brodt; standing up: Jozek Lampel and
Mendel Bilfeld. Photographer Norman Salsitz, 1942.
Source:https://collections.ushmm.org/search/catalog/pa1069055

Testimony submitted to the Jewish Historical Institute in Krakow

Meilech Notowicz
born in Kolbuszova on 31.10.1927

"In the beginning, when the Germans entered our town, there
was no special chicanery. The tragedy began in 1941 with the
creation of the ghetto. My father, a member of the Judenrat,
was deported to Oświęcim for the escape of two forced
workers At the same time, the entire Judenrat was sent to
Oświęcim, because the governor of the town Twardoń,
Volksdeutsch, had an aversion to the President of the
Judenrat, Anderman, who was a very decent man. With him,
he removed the entire Judenrat and created a new Jewish
Council from the people who were at his service. (...) Every
day, a few Jews were shot for not showing up for work.
Twardoń shot for the smallest things and sent Jews to
Oświęcim. They continued to oppress us with contributions.
On April 28, 1942, four Gestapo officers with Twardoń fell into
the ghetto and shot 24 Jews. They were buried in the Jewish
cemetery.

Before the liquidation of the ghetto, they imposed 200,000
Polish zlotych of contributions and 2 kilos of gold. Since the
town was poor, it was difficult to collect such an amount.
Horrifying scenes took place. O.D. (Ordnungsdienst - Jewish
Police Service) walked around the houses and recaptured
everything that fell into their hands. In Sokołów next to
Rzeszów, where they failed to collect a contribution,
Twardoń with one of the O.D. shot 24 young girls. On the city
walls there were announcements that the Jews were to
move to the Rzeszów ghetto within 2 days with all their
belongings. On that day, the ghetto was surrounded. The
Ukrainian and German police shot 20 Jews. We were
transported to Rzeszów. 80 Jews were sent back to
Kolbuszova. After a week, the deportations from Rzeszów to
Bełżec started. The older ones were shot on the spot or taken
to the forest in Głogów. On Rosh Hashanah festival 200 Jews
from the nearby lagers from Biesiadka, Huta Komarowska,
Pustków, and Rzeszów were spent to Nowa Wieś (2 km from
Kolbuszowa) and shot.

Photo: Monument to the Holocaust victims in the forest near Nowa Wieś.Źródło:
Source: https://sztetl.org.pl/pl/media/45766-pomnik-ofiar-zaglady-w-lesie-kolo-nowej-wsi?
ref=art&nid=46968

