Dąbrowa
Tarnowska

HISTORY
Dąbrowa was given an urban charter based on German Law. In
the 14th century, the village was owned by the Ligęz family.
Dąbrowa was then a developed settlement. The heyday of
Dąbrowa development coincided with the rule of Sandomierz
Castellan Mikołaj Spytka Ligęza. It became a center of
production, craft services, and trade for the surrounding villages.
The Castellan founded a parish church and built a baroque
castle. Most probably in 1693 Dąbrowa was granted town rights.
At that time, the town held famous weekly fairs where traders
sold horses and cattle.

Photo: Dąbrowa Castle - the view of Dąbrowa Tarnowska on Karol Auer's lithography
according to A. Gorczyński's drawing, "Galicia in pictures", Lviv 1837-1838
Source: http://www.zamki.pl/?idzamku=dabrowa

The first Jews settled in Dąbrowa probably at the end of the 16th
century. Since 1697 there was a wooden synagogue in Dąbrowa, and
since 1702 there was an independent Jewish community. In the
middle of the 18th century, about 147 Jewish families lived in
Dąbrowa, and for the years their number increased. The Jews dealt
mainly with trade, crafts, production of alcoholic beverages, and
running inns in Dąbrowa and the surrounding villages. By the end of
the century, they dominated trade and craft production. Dąbrowa
Tarnowska was a typical Galician town, where two cultures and
religions met in everyday life: Christianity and Judaism.
Before the outbreak of World War II, about 2500 Jews lived in
Dąbrowa and about 7000 in the district.

Photo: Dąbrowa Tarnowska - synagogue renovated in the 1930s. At present, the building
serves as the Centre for the Meeting of Cultures.
Source: https://fotopolska.eu/zdjecia/m1567,Dabrowa_Tarnowska.html?
zakres=4&zdjeciaOd=1918&zdjeciaDo=1938&f=744937-foto

WORLD WAR II
1939
On September 8, 1939, German troops
entered Dąbrowa Tarnowska
Between December 1939 and March
1940, Jewish refugees from other parts
of Poland incorporated into the Third
Reich (Łódź, Skierniewice and other
cities) and from Cracow arrived in
Dąbrowa.
At the turn of 1939 and 1940, the
Judenrat was established; Dr. Neuberger
has become the chairman.

1942
In mid-June 1942, the first stage of
displacement took place. More than
50 people were murdered, and about
450 - 500 were taken away to the
Bełżec death camp.

1942

In early July 1942 in Dąbrowa
Tarnowska a ghetto was established.
Jews from Dąbrowa, resettlers from
the surrounding villages and persons
previously deported from Łódź and
Skierniewice were forced to relocate
to the ghetto. The area of the new
"Jewish district" has been fenced.
On July 17, the Germans deported
about 18,000 Dąbrowa Jews to the
death camp in Bełżec.

1942
On September 18, 1942, the last
deportation took place, as a result
of which, according to various
estimates, between 500 and 1500
people were transported to the
death camp in Bełżec.
A group of Jews was left in
Dąbrowa Tarnowska to clean the
ghetto and then moved them to
Tarnów in December 1942.

German occupation of Dąbrowa Tarnowska.
Alter Millet's account:
Dąbrowa near Tarnów
Before the war, there were about 3000 Jews in Tarnów, but at
the end of 1940 and the beginning of 1941 Jewish refugees from
Krakow and surrounding villages and towns started to arrive.
Due to the concentration in the small flats in December and
January 1941, various diseases broke out, especially typhus.
Jews were not allowed to leave their flats. It was issued by
Landkomissar Strahler and his deputy Kleinwachter. A dozen
or so Jews were appointed to supply food to the Jewish
apartments. At that time, the food was smuggled in secret
otherwise, people would die of hunger. The town was closed for
these two months, and vehicles were not allowed to enter.
After that period, a train came to the station. The Jews had to
attend the train where they were shaved and disinfected. In
May 1942, there was the first mass action during which 26
allegedly communists were killed. Among these victims were
women and children. Germans invaded their apartments, listed
by a certain provocateur, and shot everyone. In June, a
contribution was imposed on the Jewish population, 50 dining
room, bedrooms, and kitchen appliances, and 1000 zloty.
Everything was delivered, but it didn't help anything, because
in June the displacement took place and it was a surprise. In
the morning, the town was surrounded and the trucks came in.
Germans entered the houses, chased people out, took 50 older
people to the cemetery and shot, while 450 Jews were taken
away.

Many people escaped into the fields, into the woods, or hid in
bunkers. My wife and I hid in the forest and, we came back the
next day after the displacement. The return of people who had
not found their loved ones was tragic. We all came back to life.
We didn't have earnings, made a living from the things we had
sold out, the things left in the deserted flats. Less than three
weeks later a ghetto was created, Jews from all over the area
were forced into the ghetto, and on July 17, 1942 the second
Aktion took place. 26 wagons were rolled out to the station and
1800 people were loaded. Over 100 people were killed on the
spot. The transport with the deportees went to Bełżec. (...) The
third one deportation took place on September 18th. It was
supposed to be the final liquidation of the ghetto, but many fled
to the forests, so that the Germans managed to capture only
500 people, and some of the wagons left the station empty. At
this point, 10 people were shot on the spot, among them the
head of the Judenrat Dr. Neuberger, arguing that there were too
few Jews, and that many were hiding in the building of the
Judenrat. After this action, people returned from hiding and a
so-called small ghetto was established. On October 1, 900
people were suddenly transported on carts, and a few days
later, 600 people were pulled out of bunkers. It was 6th October.
On that day twenty-some people were shot on the spot. (...) The
victims were taken to the cemetery, where they linked their
arms, and sang Hillel. The German gendarmes threw them
on the ground, and officer Bower stood on the victims' bellies
and shot them through the mouth. There were only about 30
souls left. And those were finished on December 20, 1942. They
all were stripped naked and shot one by one with the children
in the cemetery. the nastiest ones were Kalman Fenichel,
Hersz Majer Flaum, Uscher Ofen. (…)
Source:Żydowska Wojewódzka Komisja Historyczną w Krakowie.

Photo: Dąbrowa Tarnowska - fair in 1940.
Source: https://fotopolska.eu/zdjecia/m1567,Dabrowa_Tarnowska.html?
zakres=4&zdjeciaOd=1918&zdjeciaDo=1938&f=744937-foto

Rabbi Samuel Feiner describes the fate of Jews under
German occupation in Dąbrowa Tarnowska.
In August I came to Dabrowa, where the first few months were
relatively quiet. Of course, it couldn't have been without a
beating on the street and men had their beards ripped off
faces by SS officers. In December the transport of young
people to Pustkow began. In March 1941 about 50 SS officers
from Tarnów arrived. They shot everyone they met on the
street, 38 people died then. The next Aktion was in July. At
that time I was hidden in a bunker in the basement of my
aunt's house in Market Square. The bunker was walled-in on
three sides and had been equipped with one small, concealed,
entry. We had enough food and water to last for two weeks.

We sat there for three days and, once the situation calmed
down and we heard no more shots being fired, one of us
went outside and learned that SS-men have left and that
the Aktion was over. When we left, I found out from
members of the OD (Ordnungsdienst - the police force)
that the SS men were going around Jewish houses, they
were taking out who they found in the house, it was 1,500
people. About 2,000 were hiding in a bunker. These 1,500
people were gathered on the market square, they were
told to give away all the money and jewelry under penalty
of death, they were told to kneel all day long, and in the
evening they were driven to the wagons, beating on the
way. During the day, 200 old and sick and those who
wanted to save themselves by running away were shot
dead. After this action, a small ghetto was created. It had
to accommodate 2000 people. There were 20-25 people in
one room, and often more. I don't remember the second
action, but I know that I was hidden in the same bunker
as during the first one. Every two weeks the executioner
from Tarnów, SS-man Malutschki, was coming. At that
time everyone was hiding in the bunker, but there were
always a few corpses after he left because he always
came as a surprise. In August 1942, we learned from
people from Tarnów that there was great displacement of
Jews in Tarnów and that Dąbrowa was also to be
"Judenfrei". A few days before that, the Germans had
taken a thousand Jews from the surrounding small towns
and villages, who were told to take all their belongings
with them, so that there were now about 3000 Jews in
Dąbrowa, who lived in an incredible cramp. There were
hunger and misery in the ghetto.

There was only grief and despair amongst people.
Everyone knew how the Aktion went in Tarnów. Two
months before the Aktion the Germans ordered a
contribution of one million zlotys under the threat of
displacement of all. The contribution was made and two
months later, in August, as predicted, the third act took
place. People didn't want to hide in the bunker anymore
because they knew that they were going to die in any case.
So all of them said farewells to their cousins and friends,
knowing that there was no way that they could avoid
death. The old people who did not want to go with the
Aktion dressed in Kittel and Tallit. They want to die with
dignity. The SS men did not want to shoot them but forced
them to go with the transport. But others unsuitable for
transport, about 500 people were shot at the market square.
Source:Żydowska Wojewódzka Komisja Historyczną w Krakowie.

Photo: Railway station in Dąbrowa Tarnowska, 1910-1915.
Source: https://fotopolska.eu/foto/458/458762.jpg

