Wieliczka

HISTORY
The history of Wieliczka, located several kilometers from Cracow, is
connected with the deposits of rock salt. Its large deposits influenced
the development of the town, as working in the mine and brewing was
a lucrative activity. Salt mining brought enormous profits to the town.
Monasteries and churches were built or restored, the Wawel Castle
was maintained, state dignitaries and professors of the Cracow
Academy were paid. At the turn of the 13th and 14th century the parish
church of St. Clement was founded, which has survived to this day.
The period of the greatest flourishing of the Wieliczka mine fell in the
sixteenth century when managers of salt mine were Andrzej
Kościelecki, Jan Boner, and Sebastian Lubomirski.

Photo: The view on Wieliczka
Source: https://sztetl.org.pl/pl/media/61082-wieliczka-widok-ogolny?ref=art&nid=68352

Photo: View of the city and its surroundings and the interior of the salt mine; rhythm.
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In 1772, as a result of the First Partition of Poland, Wieliczka was
taken over by the Austrians, who, drawing large profits from the
salt mine, also took care to make it accessible to visitors. The
town's importance was enhanced by the launch of the railroad
connection with Cracow in 1857, and the establishment of the
first Galician Mining School in 1861.

Jewish settlement in Wieliczka dates back to the second half of the 19th
century. In earlier centuries Wieliczka was under the de non tolerandis
Judaeis right, according to which Jews could not settle in the town. It was
closely related to the fierce competition in salt trade between Wieliczka
townsmen and Jews. A settlement ban was imposed only on the town,
therefore Jews settled in the villages bordering Wieliczka. One of those
villages was Klasno. In the years it became a thriving community, as it was
inhabited by the most numerous Jewish community.
During the Austrian rule, the legal situation of Wieliczka Jews changed. They
were granted the right to purchase real estate in the town. With time, more
and more of them moved to Wieliczka. A brick tannery, a brick factory, a tile
factory, a sawmill, a mill, and a Perlberg liquor and vodka factory were built in
the town.

Photo: Wieliczka - Upper Market
Source: http://www.fotopolska.pl/

In the interwar period, the Jewish community continued to develop very
dynamically. In 1924 Klasno was incorporated into Wieliczka. As a result of
the merger a large community was formed, which gathered Jews living in over
170 localities. Thus Wieliczka took a significant position among the
communities in Lesser Poland. The building of the Jewish Community was
located in the town center, on Seraf Street. There was also a house of prayer
and a cheder.
Before the outbreak of World War II, the population of Wieliczka Jews was
about 4 000 people, which was almost half of the town's population.

Photo: house of prayer in Wieliczka (11 Seraf Street)
Source: https://sztetl.org.pl/pl/media/10425-synagoga-ul-seraf-11?ref=art&nid=89833

World War II

1939
On September 7, 1939, German troops
entered Wieliczka

1939

On September 12, 1939, members of the
SS-Totenkopf came to Wieliczka. They
arrested 32 Jewish men and shot them
outside the town, in Pawlikowice village.
All the men escaped then and Wieliczka
became a town without men. The women
buried the bodies of the murdered.
In late autumn the Germans ordered the
creation of the Jewish Council, which in
the case of Wieliczka consisted of
women only, and imposed a contribution
of 8000 zloty.

1940
Since the end of 1940, refugees from
other nearby towns, especially from
Cracow, began to arrive in Wieliczka.
The living conditions in the town
deteriorated greatly, there was a shortage
of food, diseases were spreading, and
work was becoming more and more
exhausting.

1940

The Jews worked on the WieliczkaBochnia road. The Jewish Council
organized city workshops, which
employed 700 people.

1942
In summer 1942 there were about 8000
Jews in Wieliczka. At that time the
Germans imposed a contribution of 500
000 zlotys on the Jewish Council, which,
under the threat of the death penalty, had
to be collected within 14 days. The
amount was collected among wealthier
Jews.
On August 1, 1942, the occupation
authorities notified the Judenrat,
that all the Jews from the nearby villages:
Biezanowa, Dobczyce, Gdowa,
Niepołomice and other villages have to
move to Wieliczka. It was supposed to
happen not later than August 20.
On August 27, 1942, at 7 am, about 6000
Jews from Wieliczka were gathered in the
Bogucki fields. About 5000 of them were
transported to the death camp in Bełżec,
500 - to the forced labor camp in Stalowa
Wola, and 200 - to the camp in Płaszów.
The rest were taken to Niepołomice
Forest and shot.

1944

1944

In March and April 1944 the Germans
established a forced labor camp for
Jews on the site of the salt mine in St.
Kinga Park, to which they brought about
1,700 people. They were supposed to
work in an underground factory
producing military aircraft. In the face
of the progressing Soviet offensive, the
factory was dismantled and the Jews
were transported to the armaments
industry in Litomierzyce (Czech
Republic) and near Linz (Austria).

Wieliczka - a city without men.
Lena Kühler's account
"I went to Wieliczka. And here I heard that on September
12th, 1939 a Gestapo commandos appeared in Wieliczka (in
black uniforms with a dead skull on the collar) and
together with a Polish guide they walked from (Jewish)
house to house and took out Jewish men. There were Jews
between them, who came back from their journey and
soaked their swollen legs in the water. This is how they
gathered the Jews and took them out of town to Rożnowa
(actually to Pawlikowice). On that day they murdered all 31
men. It was the first pogrom in Poland during World War II.
The women had to bury the dead and pray to their
memory. One woman had to dig three graves for the
remains of her loved ones. Then all the men escaped and
Wieliczka became a city without men."
Source:The Jewish Community of Wieliczka. A Memorial Book, ed. M. Shmuel, Tel Awiw
1980/ zob. U.Żyznowska, A.Krzeczowska; Żydzi Wieliczki i Klasna 1872-2012, Siercza 2012

Photo: Jews were forced to sweep the Upper Square before being shot, on September 12,
1939.
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The action in Wieliczka seen through the eyes of a child Marie Perlberger

Zdjęcie: Maria Perlberger z rodzicami Henryką i Samuelem na molo w Sopocie, 1938 r.
Źródło: Zbiory Muzeum i Miejsca Pamięci w Bełżcu

„Wieliczka was a county seat. A few days before the "action" all
the Jews from nearby towns came here (according to the
Germans' order). There was no time to lose. "Why should you
wander with us to the labor camp? There will certainly be terrible
conditions there". It was decided that I would go to Mrs.
Duszyńska and she would take me from Wieliczka to another
town. Mommy packed a small suitcase, took my hand and we
went. (...) And suddenly I found myself alone at Mrs. Duszyńska's
place. (...) This time I was forbidden to go out into the garden so
that nobody would notice that I was here. That night I could not
sleep a wink. I decided that in the morning before everyone woke
up, I would run away and return home. And so I did. (...) The city
was still sleeping, the streets were empty and quiet. Nothing was
to be seen as a disaster that was to unleash. I wasn't walking, I was
running, I could see our house from a distance. How ordinary it
looked. One of the windows of our apartment is open - there is
some silhouette in it - mommy.

I waved from a distance and before she could still hear my
calling, she already came down to open the gate for me. "Why,
why did you come back?" - She asked. "I couldn't be there alone,
I don't want to leave you, don't leave me again!". "Well, you're
gonna stay with us, no matter what happens."
It was the last day before the planned action. Large posters
scattered all over the town announced that all the Jews were to
appear at the assembly point at the marked time. Whoever stays
in the apartment will be shot. Whoever helps a Jew in any way
will be shot. Suddenly someone rang the doorbell. It was Mrs.
Duszyńska. She came to see if I really came back home."Why
did she do it?" Does nobody understand that I want to stay with
my parents? Suddenly, parents begged her again to take me.
She hesitated - the death penalty threatened anyone who
helped a Jew. "You see why you ran away, it is much harder and
more dangerous now". The Germans reinforced the patrols and
covered the city center. (...) Daddy cracked completely and
started weeping loudly. He did not say anything anymore but
cried. Mommy was still convincing and begging. And then
unexpectedly Mrs. Duszyńska agreed. (...) I don't know when I
found myself on the stairs. Mommy leaned over the railing and
repeated: "Go on, go!". And I turned around and shouted (in a
whisper): "Bye, Mom, You run away!". "Yes, yes, we will run
away, go on, go!". And that was all. I left the house, nobody
noticed me. The streets were empty, nowhere to be found. And
then I started running - I didn't know that I was starting a new
game, a game of hiding with death".
Source:Text based on the article from "Więź" 1988, no. 7-8, p.185-193/ see U.Żyznowska,
A.Krzeczowska; Żydzi Wieliczki i Klasna 1872-2012, Siercza 2012

Photo: A letter written by Samuel Perlberger for his cousins living in the United States
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On the day before his deportation, Samuel Perlberger left a letter for his
cousins living in the United States at the home of a friendly Polish family. This
letter was delivered to its addressees in the 80s. Maria Perlberger survived the
war thanks to the help of two Polish families.
Dr Alfred Schenker i Dr Oscar Schenker
Novy York
Dear cousins! I am writing to you at the tragic moment of our displacement. I
have placed my daughter Marysia with friends, God bless her! If we were not
there after the war, take care of her! Be healthy and remember about her!
Heńka and Smilek Perlberger
25.VIII.1942r.
My Dears!
I cannot write in this terrible moment I beg you only to find and take care of my
only child if possible.
Smilek

A displacement action in Wieliczka.
The account of Jakub Tiles
„There was no Jewish ghetto in Wieliczka. The traffic in the
town was free and one could even find such people who were
engaged in small trade. The only restriction was a strict ban on
leaving the house on Thursday, market day, until eleven o'clock
in the morning. This bearable condition lasted until the
memorable bitter day of August 28, 1942. On that day a terrible
end came for all Jews from Wieliczka. The Gestapo ordered a
decree to make the town free of Jews - Judenfrei. On that day, at
seven o'clock in the morning, everyone, together with women
and children, was ordered to come to a certain place outside the
town, by the sawmill. On that day everyone, twelve thousand
people, arrived at a certain time. Initially, they were placed in
columns, a thousand people each. At the same time, a special
German group arrived and immediately began the work of mass
murder. At first, all the elderly and weak were separated, about
two thousand people (my parents were also among them). They
were immediately loaded onto trucks and taken to the primeval
forest in Niepołomice. There, a big hole was dug and everyone
was shot every single one of them. The poor people fell straight
into a huge grave. Above this monstrous grave today there is a
gravestone dedicated to their memory. Of the remaining ten
thousand, six hundred people who were found healthy, strong,
and fit for work were separated (I was also among them, maybe
because I managed to dye my hair black).

They must have stayed and watched the atrocities and tortures
inflicted on thousands of others. These misfortunes were
loaded and squeezed on wagons, one hundred and fifty people
each. There was terrible heat and unbearable stuffiness. It was
forbidden to give anyone even a drop of water. (...) With the
closing of the wagons (...) the supply of fresh air almost
completely stopped. The heat intensified, which increased
thirst and dehydration. The victims were lying one on top of
the other, with no possibility of movement or breathing. In the
place where they were standing or lying, they were taking care
of their physiological needs. In such a wicked, murderous
manner, the Nazis transported the victims to the death camp
in Bełżec. My two daughters were also in such wagons. Even
before they arrived at their destination, many, very many,
died".
Source:The Jewish Community of Wieliczka. A Memorial Book, ed. M. Shmuel, Tel Awiw
1980/ / tłum. z j. hebrajskiego Tomasz Sikora/ zob. U.Żyznowska, A.Krzeczowska; Żydzi
Wieliczki i Klasna 1872-2012, Siercza 2012

Photo: The mass graves of the Jewish population, shot by the Nazis on 26.27.08.1942. The
Germans murdered about 700 Jews taken from Cracow and Wieliczka.
Source: https://www.niepolomice.eu/places/category/miejsca/

