Ternopil

HISTORY
Ternopil was founded by Hetman Jan Amor Tarnowski in 1540. He built a castle to
defend Podole against invasions by Tatars and Wallachians, and later also by Turks and
Cossacks. Until the First Partition of the Republic of Poland (1772), Ternopil remained
within the borders of the Crown of Poland, after which it came under Austrian rule. In
1809 the city came under Russian rule. In 1815 the city returned to Austrian rule in
accordance with the Congress of Vienna. From 1 November 1918 to July 1919 under the
administration of the West Ukrainian People's Republic. From July 1919 to August 1,
1920 - under the provisional administration of Poland. From August 1, 1920 Ternopil
was the "capital" of the puppet Galician Soviet Socialist Republic. From 1923 to 1939
the ethnically mixed Ternopil area remained in Polish control. In the interwar period,
Ternopil served as the capital of the Ternopil Voivodeship. It was rebuilt from war
damage. In 1939 it had 40 thousand inhabitants: 40% Jews, 40% Poles, 20% Ukrainians.
After the aggression of the USSR against Poland on 17 September 1939 it was occupied
by the Red Army. After the German attack on the USSR from June 1941 to 1944 it was
as occupied by the Nazis (from 1 August 1941 in the General Government). In April 1944
it was occupied again by the Red Army. Following Potsdam Conference in 1945, was
incorporated into the Ukrainian SSR of the Soviet Union. Polish population was resettled
to new Poland before the end of 1946. Following the fall of the Soviet Union, Ternopil
has become part of the independent Ukraine.

Photo: View of Ternopil, 1920.
Source: Biblioteka Narodowa

The earliest mention of the existence of a Jewish community in Ternopil comes
from the mid-16th century. In 1550 the Jews of Ternopil were granted the right
to settle in all parts of the town, except for the market square. In return, they
were obliged to help defend the town. In 1623, when a great fire consumed
Ternopil, the Jews received permission to rebuild houses and to put up a
synagogue. The Old Synagogue was built then. Most of Ternopil's Jews escaped
from the town during the uprising (1648-1649) of Bogdan Chmielnicki, those
who remained were murdered by the Cossacks. The revival of the Ternopil
Jewish community began at the end of the 17th century. At the end of the 18th
century, most of the Jews of Ternopil were engaged in craft or trade in grain and
cattle. In 1772, as a result of the First Partition of Poland, Ternopil became part
of the Austrian (later Austro-Hungarian) Empire. In 1788 a Jewish school was
opened in Ternopil, where German was the language of instruction, but a few
years later it was closed due to protests of local Orthodox Jews. At the
beginning of the 19th century Ternopil became an important centre of Haskalah
(Jewish Enlightenment).
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In the second half of the 19th century, assimilation ideas started to spread
among the supporters of the Haskalah idea in Ternopil. Towards the end of
the 19th century, Ternopil's Jews started to be politically active. Ternopil
became a center of Zionist activity. At the end of the 19th century, Jews
constituted about 50% of the total town population. World War I seriously
affected the Jewish community of Ternopil. In the summer of 1914 Ternopil
was occupied by the Russian army. The economic situation of the Jews in the
town deteriorated as a result of breaking traditional trade ties and the influx
of large numbers of Jewish refugees from the war zone. For most of the
interwar period Ternopil was part of Poland. At that time, the Jewish
community was not able to achieve the pre-war prosperity. In the 1920s and
1930s the level of productivity and trade of Jewish enterprises was reduced.
In 1939 the Jewish population was about 18 thousand.
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World War II

1939-1941

1939-1941
17 September 1939 – Red Army entered
Ternopil;
On July 2, 1941 - the city was occupied by
the German army;
4-11 July 1941 - a week-long pogrom
against Jews broke out, inspired by the
Germans. Over 2000 people were
murdered;
July 1941 - The Germans ordered to form
a Judenrat, headed by a teacher Marek
Gottfried. When the members (60-70
people) of this institution came to the
German authorities, most of them were
arrested, together with Gottfried, and shot
in Zagrobla near Ternopil;
August 1941 - a new Judenrat was
established;
September 1941 - the
ghetto in the city was formed; the first
closed ghetto, created in the Galicia
District;

1942
March 1942 - first action in the ghetto. The
Germans demanded from the Judenrat a list
of unemployed people, the elderly, orphans,
members of communist families and those
who were called up to the Red Army. On the
basis of the prepared lists, about 600-700
people were arrested. All these people were
shot in Janówka near Ternopil;

1942

29-31 August 1942 - about 3000 Jews were
gathered in the Market Square and then
rushed to the railway station, and the
transport was joined by wagons with
displaced Jews from Zbaraż and Mikuliniec.
In total, about 6000 people were sent to the
German death camp in Bełżec;
30 September 1942 - another action in the
ghetto in Ternopil. Aside from local Jews, the
Germans added Jews expelled to Ternopil
from Kopiczyńce, Chorostków, Zbaraż,
Zborów, Kozłowa and Probużna th the
transport, which numbered about 5800
people;
5-7 October 1942 - several hundred Jews
were deported to Bełżec;
On November 10, 1942 - about 2500
Ternopil’s Jews joined the transport from
Zbaraż, Skałat, Trembowla and were
deported to the death camp in Bełżec;

1943
8-9 April 1943 - the liquidation action in the
ghetto began. Young and healthy people
were moved to the Julag labor camp, while
the majority of the ghetto inhabitants were
taken to Petryków, where they were shot;
20 June 1943 - final liquidation of the
ghetto.

Bluma Nadler born in 1898 in Ternopil,
daughter of Meir i Cirla Zilberg, a housewife;
married to Meir Nadler; mother of Izio, Rela and
Ester. She was deported to the Nazi German
death camp in Bełżec together with her parents,
sister-in-law and her parents and 2-years-old
daughter.

The pogrom in Ternopil in 1941.
The account of Dr. Salomon Hirschberg
"The Germans entered Ternopil on Wednesday 2 July 1941. For
the first two days after their entry they behaved calmly and I did
not hear about any accidents against the Jews. On 4 July 1941 at
about 10 o’clock in the morning gunfire was heard and, at the
same time, I heard a terrifying rumble. Together with all the other
men in our family I went into our hiding place; only the women
stayed home. During this and the following days the SS, the
soldiers of the Wehrmacht, and Ukrainians with yellow and blue
armbands turned up several times looking for men. As I heard, a
meeting of the German military authorities took place on July 3,
1941, with the participation of local Ukrainians, at which they
decided to avenge the deaths of prisoners at the Ternopil prison.
From the early morning hours of 3 July 1941, crowds of local
people arrived at the prison to see the remains of some twenty
prisoners. There were two Jews among those prisoners but,
notwithstanding, locals spread rumors that “the perpetrators
were Jews, all of them communists”. I learned later that some
Jews had been forewarned by their Ukrainian friends that
repressions against Jews were expected to start on 4 July 1941.
On 4 July at 10 o’clock in the morning a pogrom started in
Ternopil. Simultaneously in almost all streets, especially in those
inhabited by the Jewish population, Germans and Ukrainians
started shooting at Jewish passers-by and at those who tried to
save themselves by escaping. They entered houses and pulled
Jews out of their homes. Some of the Jews were led to the prison
and ordered to excavate cellars in search of human skeletons.

Ukrainians and Germans stood above the digging Jews and hit
them with rifle butts and iron crowbars. The Jews had to work
without rest, water, or food. Anybody who paused for a moment
was massacred to death. Following German orders, the Jews had
to carry the dead bodies into the prison courtyard and heap them
in a pile. Simultaneously, the Germans and Ukrainians brought
into the courtyard groups of Jews from the city and shot them on
the spot immediately upon arrival. […] On 4 July 1941, on the first
day of the pogrom, a very large number of Jews were murdered.
However, a Ukrainian whose name I presently do not recall
intervened with the German authorities and in the evening, those
Jews whom the executioners had not murdered as yet were
released from prison. On 5 July the pogrom continued in the same
manner. In the evening of 5 July the Germans and Ukrainians led
the surviving Jews from the prison to the building of the
Municipal Communal Savings Bank at Sobieski Square, where
they lined them up and ordered them to stand at attention the
whole night. Anybody who moved was murdered in an atrocious
manner, and finished off with crowbars and butt ends. The victims
were frequently shot. Among the victims was my nephew Marceli
Saphir, a student at the Institute of Technology. He was caught the
previous day for “work” in prison but released in the evening; he
told my sister what transpired at the prison. The next day he was
caught again and never came back. […]Casualties of the pogrom
were recorded by the Ukrainian Health Department based on
reports by Jewish families. The number of recorded deaths
exceeded 4 000 (four thousand) people. Such was the effect of the
pogrom that went on in Tarnopol between 4 and 10 July 1941.
There continued to be casualties among the Jewish population
almost daily for a long time after 10 July 1941".
Source: AŻIH, Accounts and testimony by survivors, 301/3774, Account by Dr.Salomona Hirschberga

