Borszczow

History
The first mention of Borszczow comes from 1456. In 1629 Borszczow was
granted town rights. In the 17th century the town had a castle and defensive
walls. In 1655 Borszczow was occupied by the Cossack and Russian army.
In 1763 in the place of the former castle a parish church of the Holy Trinity
was built.
As a result of the First Partition of Poland Borszczow was under Habsburg
Monarchy. In the interwar period it was a district town.
The beginnings of Jewish settlement in Borszczow date back to the 17th
century. In the following centuries there was a significant development of
the Jewish community in the town. In 1890, there were 1,808 Jews in
Borszczow, making up 41.7% of the population. The emigration, which
lasted until the outbreak of World War I (mainly to the United States),
caused mainly by the economic crisis, led to the reduction of the local
Jewish community by 1/3. The increase in the number of Jews took place
only during World War I, when refugees from other localities came to
Borszczow.
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In 1931, the Borszczow district was inhabited by 52 612 Ukrainians (50.9%), 46
153 Poles (44.7%) and 4302 Jews (4.2%).
On September 17, 1939 the town was occupied by the Soviet Army. Then, after
the Third Reich attacked the USSR, the Germans entered Borszczow on July 7,
1941. After the end of World War II the Ukrainian Insurgent Army murdered the
local Polish population and plundered and destroyed Polish homesteads and
villages. At that time 35 Poles died in Borszczow and about 2000 people were
displaced.

Photo: Borszczow in 1937
Source: National Library Collection

World War II

1939-1941
September 17, 1939 - The Red Army
enters Borszczow;
July 7, 1941 - the town is occupied by the
German army;
1942
On April 1, 1942 the ghetto in Borszczow
was established. It had a curfew from 6
pm to 6 am, a forbidden entry for people
who did not belong to the Jewish
community and a forbidden contact of
Jews with other inhabitants;
In April 1942 the first execution took
place, which resulted in the death of
several hundred Jews;

1942
On September 26 and 27, the Germans
carried out a deportation action, as a
result of which about 800 people were
sent to the death camp in Bełżec, and
over 100 people, mostly the elderly and
sick, were murdered on the spot. The
group young people were sent to the
Janów camp.

1942

Shortly after the deportation the German
authorities resettled to Borszczow Jews
from nearby towns such as Jezierzany,
Korolówka, Mielnica, Skałat and
Krzywcze. At that time the number of
inhabitants reached 4000.
From December 1, 1942 the ghetto in
Borszczow was transformed from open
to closed.

1943
On March 13, 1943 another action took
place, in which about 400 people were
sent to the Janów camp or shot in
Borszczów.
On April 19, 1943, 800 people were shot
at the Jewish cemetery.
On June 5, 1943 the Germans shot
another 700 Jews.
On June 9-12 the liquidation of the ghetto
took place, 1800 people were murdered
and the town was proclaimed Judenfrei
("free of Jews").
On August 14th 1943 the last execution
of 360 Jews took place, who hid in
shelters during the liquidation of the
ghetto, and then were discovered by the
Germans during the cleaning of the
ghetto.

Borszczów during the German occupation.
Fannie Szechter's testimony
"Borszczow had 3 thousand Jews. In 1939 the influx of Jews from nearby
villages and towns began, because Borszczow was a district town. Germans
entered Borszczow on June 24th 1941. Before their entry many people fled
to the USSR, mostly those who were involved with the Soviets, either worked
in positions or were known for their political beliefs. Apart from the Germans,
we were mostly suppressed by Ukrainians, while the Polish population was
friendly to us. (...) In Borszczów we wore white armbands with a Star of
David. In the window of every Jewish apartment there was a Star of David in
frames under glass and on walls. It was not allowed to buy at the market
square or to cross the main street. (…)
The Jews worked on the local farms, in the tobacco warehouse, in the
gendarmerie, in the secret police /Kripo/, but everything was a donkey work.
The Judenrat was supposed to pay for this work, but sometimes only a few
pennies were paid.
Furs, wool and silver were taken from the Jews. From time to time, we were
charged with contributions of up to 10,000 zlotys at a time. Furniture was
taken from us, one of the present Gestapo men, who came from Czortków for
this purpose, said: "Zuerst das Möbel, nachher das Leib, am Ende das
Leben"/"First the furniture, then the body, and finally life." /. We were
frightened when we heard this words. The Jews from the surrounding
villages (...) were brought to Borszczow and it became so cramped and
stuffy that an epidemic of spotted typhus broke out immediately. Every day
there were 6-7 corpses.

In addition, there were refugees from Hungary, Romania, who were
brought by Ukrainians on foot and beaten terribly. After a few
weeks, the Ukrainians rushed these refugees to Russia. Also the
local Jews were beaten in such a way by the Ukrainian police while
working in the field that the victims had to be carried home in
sheets. (…) The Germans completely destroyed the cemetery and
the synagogue in Borszczow. They turned synagogue into grain
warehouses. Borszczow ghetto was established on April 1, 1942.
Actually it was not a ghetto, but a district, which included the area
around the synagogue, butchery and behind the Ukrainian
"National House", from which they made themselves an observation
point. We could move freely around the town until the liquidation.
During this last period several people who left the district were
killed.
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On April 2, 1942 the first action took place. They announced that everyone
should come to register, and when everyone, not suspecting the trick,
gathered, they were taken to Borek (to the labor camp). The whole
intelligentsia went with Rabbi Salomon Herz, at the head. On the way they
were robbed and beaten in a terrible way. When the wives wanted to give the
prisoners parcels, the Germans beat them, one woman from Jezierzany was
shot when she wanted to give her son a parcel. When she asked for it:
"Lieber Herr, erlauben sie mir das zu geben"/"Dear sir, let me give it to my
son," one of the Germans replied, "Jetzt sind wir lieb, aber früher habt ihr die
sowietische Tanken geküsst und mit Blumen beziert"/"Now we are dear, but
earlier you kissed Soviet tanks and decorated them with flowers. Almost the
entire city of men was taken away in this action. It was a terrible day for us.
(…)
The next action was on [the Jewish holiday of ] Sukkot [26th September]
1942. The victims were taken to Belzec. After that started the mass killings.
The Jewish holidays were the German’s preferred days for murdering Jews.
On the first Passover one of our brothers was murdered, on the second
(Passover, a year later) our mother. Every Holiday was tearful. Borszczow
had eight actions. The final one was on June 7, 1943, the (Jewish) Holiday
of Shavuot in the cemetery. People were ordered to undress, pushed into the
pits and shot. The Ukrainian Militia was pulling out people’s gold teeth while
they were still alive. They were carrying the teeth from the cemetery in
buckets. Many people were buried alive and the ground was moving over the
graves. From time to time the Germans ordered the mass grave to be
opened and the bodies carried away.

Out of our family 6 people survived in a bunker in Wiesniakowce village.For
11 months we were lying underground, they couldn't see God's light, and the
villager was carrying food for us. She threatened to give us up, because she
didn't want to take care of so many people anymore. On April 10, 1944 we
were released from the bunker.
Source:This testimony was collected in the Polish town of Bytom on the 27th of October
1946 by Ida Glikzstein of the Jewish Historical Commission in Poland.

Passer, stop for a moment!In this
mass grave are buriedthousands of
Jewish residents of Korolówka,
Borszczow, Skała Podolska,
Jezierzany, Mielnica Podolska i
Krzywcze, murdered by the Nazis in
1941–1943.Pray for their souls,that
such will never happen again to
anyone.
Translation of the inscription on the
monument.It is duplicated in Ukrainian
and Hebrew.
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