Bochnia

History
The first written document mentioning Bochnia is dated 1198 and refers to a donation of salt to
one of the Małopolska orders. In 1248 rock salt deposits had been discovered there. Considering
Bochnia’s economic importance, Duke Bolesław Wstydliwy granted it town rights in 1253 (under
Magdeburg Law). For centuries, the mine has been providing for the residents of the town and
surrounding areas. Thanks to the city's favorable location on trade routes from Western Europe to
Ruthenia and Asia Minor and from Hungary to the Baltic Sea, Bochnia has been included in
international trade, becoming an important transit center. The 15th and the first half of the 16th
centuries marked the town’s golden age characterized by a large number of trade transactions
concluded both with Polish and foreign towns. Since the second half of the 16th century, when
the Bochnia salt-mine began to have trouble, the town was slowly losing its significance.
Consequently, through the 17th and 18th centuries, Bochnia had to face an acute crisis. Following
the first partition of Poland in 1772, Bochnia found itself under the rule of Austro-Hungarian
Empire and regained independence after 146 years, in 1918. New signs of economic growth
began to be noticeable in the first half of the 19th century and it was mainly due to the fact that a
railway line was opened between Kraków and Lwów which ran through Bochnia. The town
developed rapidly at the turn of the 19th and 20th centuries which influenced the population
growth, as well as its spatial development and revival in cultural and scientific life. The years of
World War II were, as in the whole country, a period of Nazi terror.
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The Jewish community in Bochnia was established in the 15th century. It can be
assumed that Jews settled in the town as early as the 13th century, shortly after salt
deposits had been discovered here in 1248. Towards the end of the 15th century,
Żydowska (Jewish) Street (the area of present Bracka Street) was already there in the
town. At that time, the Jews dealt mostly with usury, trade and craft; they owned
houses and squares and managed the local salt mine. As early as 1386, the Polish
King Kazimierz Wielki, appointed a Jew called Lewka for the position of a mining
official and put him in charge of the salt mines in Wieliczka and Bochnia. In 1555, the
Bochnia Jews were granted a special privilege by King Zygmunt August, which put
them outside the municipal jurisdiction. They were only under the authority of the
province governor.
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In 1605, the Jews of Bochnia were falsely accused of profaning the Host. As a result of the
alleged profanation, the residents of Bochnia pleaded with King Zygmunt III that he issued
de non tolerandis Iudaeis, which he did on 23 November 1605, and by doing so he
sentenced the whole Jewish kehilla to exile. The Bochnia Jews were supposed to leave the
town in 12 weeks and could not settle within a radius of 2 miles from town. Not a trace of
this community has been preserved until this day. Most of the Bochnia Jews moved to
Kazimierz and to Wiśnicz to the estates belonging to Stanisław Lubomirski. The ban on the
Jewish settlement in the town was lifted by the Austrian authorities in 1867 when Jews
were granted equal rights in the Empire. The first group of settlers comprised the Jews of
Wiśnicz, who arrived in the town in 1863. At the turn of the 20th century, there were 2,035
of them, which constituted 21.2 percent of the town’s total population. From the mid-19th
century, the Jews dealt mostly with trade and owned many shops, restaurants, mills and
craft workshops. In the interwar period, most of the shops in the town center belonged to
the Jews. In 1939, there were approximately 3,000 Jews in Bochnia. When the German
occupation began, victimization of the Jews started as well, assuming different forms.
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World War II

1939
autumn - the Germans established the
Judenrat and the Jewish police.
1941
April - the Germans created a ghetto.
1942
August 25th - the first action in the
ghetto in Bochnia. On that day about 3000
Jews were transported to Bełżec.
About 400-500 elderly, sick people,
children, deemed unfit for transport, were
shot in the forest near Baczków,
November 10-11 - Germans deported
about 500-1000 people to the death camp
in Bełżec, and about 100 people were
sent to Płaszów.

1943
On January 1 - the ghetto was divided
into the ghetto “A” for capable of work
and ghetto "B" for unfit to
work,

1943

September 1-4 - the ghetto
liquidation was carried out by SSSturmbannführer Willi Haase and the
ghetto commander SS-Unterscharführer
Franz Josef Müller. Between September
2 and 4, about 1560 people from the
ghetto "A", together with sewing
machines, were transported from the
roll call square at Kowalska/Bracka
Street to the labor camp in Szebnia, and
people from the ghetto "B", about 3000
old and sick, were taken to
Auschwitz for extermination.

Displacement actions in relation to Henryk Mondheit
"Posters appeared that there would be no action. All the Jews from Wiśnicz, Bochnia were
to concentrate in the military barracks in Bochnia. The next day a new announcement came
out that all the working people were to report to the military barracks, where they would
receive special validity stamps. They will stay and the rest will go to the labor camps.[...]
The protégés received the stamps, and almost the entire Judenrat were displaced. Despite
assurances that the hospital would stay, all the patients were terminated. The old ones
were transported in cars to Baczków, a few kilometers from Bochnia. All those who did not
receive stamps were loaded into sealed wagons and sent to Bełżec. Most of the young
people went. After the action in the ghetto it was like on the cemetery. Undescribed despair
- torn families, parents cried for their children, although we did not know what Bełżec was
then. [...] The Second Action was in November 1942. Several hundred of those who were
not working were caught and sent to Bełżec. Ghetto A for the working and ghetto B for the
non-working were established.".
Source: AŻIH, Relacje i zeznania ocalałych, 301/1700
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The account by Dr. Kornhauser Stefan, a doctor in a Jewish hospital

"During the first liquidation in August 1942 the Germans proclaimed that all Jews
who failed to obtain a special validity stamp on their work certificate have to report
at the military base in Bochnia. They specified that the hospital is exempt and as a
result many Jews who wanted to avoid deportation were admitted to the hospital as
patients. Among them was the mother of the hospital director Dr. Gutfreund.
Obviously the Germans did not keep their promise. On the day of the Aktion they
took all the patients from the hospital. These patients were not taken to the military
base but to a nearby forest where they were all shot to death. […]The second Aktion
took place in November 1942. During this Aktion all the patients in the hospital
were shot in their beds. Before this Aktion I escaped out of the ghetto and hid with
my family in the Aryan section. When I returned after the Aktion to the hospital I
saw only blood puddles on the beds.".
Source: Archive Yad Vashem, O.3/1383
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