Przemyślany

HISTORY
Przemyślany is a small town near Lviv. The first mention of
Przemyślany as a village comes from 1437. In 1623,
Przemyślany received Magdeburg rights. The Sieniawski family
built a castle in Przemyślany and founded the Dominican
Monastery. In 1772 - 1918, it belonged to Austrian Galicia. In the
19th century, the town was owned by the Potocki family.
Przemyślany was known as a beekeeping center. In 1857 the
only beekeeping school in the Austro-Hungarian monarchy was
established there. Until today there is a beehive and bees in the
town's coat of arms. In 1909 the town was connected to Lviv by
a railroad line. Since 1919 Przemyślany were under Polish rule.

Photo: Market in Przemyślany
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Although there are some records about Jews living in Przemyślany
as early as in the 16th century, a Jewish community was established
there probably later, in the 18th century. It was a Hasidic centre with
its own Hasidic dynasty, which fostered education in the area. Local
Jews were merchants and craftsmen. In the 17th century two credit
companies were established, one for merchants and one for
craftsmen. In 1903 the county fair presenting industrial products of
Jewish factories in Galicia took place in town. There were several
industrial factories, a metal factory employing many Jewish women,
a tannery, and a shoe polish factory. In 1921 2051 Jews were living
in Przemyślany, which constituted 50.1% of the total population.
After the outbreak of World War II and the occupation of Poland by
the Germans, the town, located in the eastern part of Poland, came
under Soviet jurisdiction.
After Przemyślany was taken over
by the Red Army, the property of
some wealthy Jews was
nationalized. After a short time
the Soviet authorities ordered the
closure of Jewish educational
institutions and Zionist party
units. The life of the Jewish
community was stuck in a
deadlock. After the Germans
attacked Russia on June 22, 1941,
many Jews left the town with the
retreating Russian troops.
Photo: The synagogue in Przemyślany
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The Germans took Przemyślany on July 1, 1941. The municipality and its
institutions were taken over by the Ukrainians. The Ukrainian police began
to use Jews for forced labor. On July 8, a decree was published ordering
Jews to wear the Star of David armband. The movements of the Jewish
population were limited. The Jews were ordered to hand over all
valuables to the German authorities. German and Ukrainian soldiers
robbed Jewish houses.
On July 15, 1941, Germans together with Ukrainians burnt down the
synagogues. Three Jews were thrown into the fire to burn them alive. The
fires spread to nearby Jewish houses. 40 houses were destroyed.
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World War II
1941
In July 1941, the Germans
established a Judenrat (Jewish
Council), which was forced to
provide slave labor to the Germans
and to carry out all orders of the
German occupation authorities.

1941

In October 1941, the Jewish
community was forced to
to transfer a million roubles to
Germany.
In December 1941, Jews were
forced to give back to Germans all
furs in their possession.
In winter 1941-1942, many Jews
died of cold, hunger, and epidemics.
Judenrat organized a public kitchen
and a Jewish hospital.

1942
On July 28, 1942, the first
deportation to the death camp in
Bełżec took place. The
extermination in Bełżec. In
September and November 6, 1942,
another deportations of Jews were
carried out from Przemyślany to
Bełżec.
In October 1942 Jews were forced
to move to the ghetto, in November
Jews from nearby towns were
brought there. The ghetto was
overcrowded.
On December 5, 1942, about 3000
Jews were deported from the
ghetto. They were brought to the
railroad station, where after
selection they were sent to the
death camp in Bełżec.

1943

1943

On May 22, 1943, the Germans
organized the last pogrom. The
surviving Jews were murdered
partly in the ghetto and partly in the
nearby forest. Seventy Jews were
left alive by the Germans to clean
the ghetto. After a short time, they
were also murdered and
Przemyślany was proclaimed
"Judenrein" - “clean of Jews”.

Life under German occupation in Przmyślany. Feigi
Pfeffer's account.
Pfeffer Feiga, daughter of Ojcóra and Rachel, born in
December 1923 in Świerz near Lviv. She lost her parents,
two sisters of two brothers in Świerz. She was in hiding all
the time of the occupation. She completed seven classes of
a primary school. The parents had a general store.

Photo: Przemyślany - beginning of the 20th century
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Our village was mostly inhabited by Ukrainians and as
soon as the Germans came, the Ukrainian people started
repressions against us. They entered the apartments,
locked men in the cellars, and released them for ransom.
They ripped the bedding, etc. Half a year later, the
Germans imposed a quota on the villages, so the peasants
did not sell any more products, unless only for exchange.
So we gave them a coat for two kg of potatoes and a
beautiful dress for ten eggs. A terrible hunger started,
which lasted a year and a half.

My father died of exhaustion in August 1941. In the same year,
they drove Jews from Świerz to the ghetto in Przemyślany. My
mother sold all her belongings for food, so we took a lot of food
with us. It was so cramped in Przemyślany that there was no place
to live. We got one room for which we paid the Jewish policemen
10000 zlotys. Sixteen people lived there. Three days after our
arrival the action took place. My mother was taken away on the
first day with her both sisters and my younger brother. The older
one stayed in Śwież as an assistant to the police and he helps the
Jews by letting them go. He was finally killed by the Germans. He
warned the people when the action was to be taken. (...) My
mother was shot by the Germans on the doorstep because she did
not want to leave the house and held onto the door. The sisters
were taken to Belzec, and my brother jumped out of the train car.
As they took him out of bed wearing the shirt itself, he returned
completely naked. On the way, he found the dead man, took off his
clothes, and put them on. The next day he went to the priest in
Przemyślany, where in the basement he selected the best Potatoes
from which the priest made vodka and sold it to the Germans. My
brother worked there for 3 months. Four weeks after the death of
my mother, the second action took place. Four weeks after the
death of my mother, the second action took place. I was hidden
during the action in a tiny shed under the straw. I was lying on a
cement floor covered with straw and although the Germans
entered there, they did not find me. They shouted: "Jude komm
her, wir geben Schokolade!" I froze my legs then. When, after two
and a half days, I left my hiding place, I found no one at home and
fainted. My brother came and brought me around. My legs hurt
terribly and were dripping with pus. I lived thanks to my brother,
who used his neighbor to bring me some potatoes from the
priest's basement every day. (…)

One day, the priest found out that Przemyślany was
supposed to be a Judenfrei. He gave my brother money and
told him that it might come in handy. He was afraid to keep
him on the vicarage. We arranged a shelter under the floor,
took food with us, and hid there together with friends and
relatives. There were 12 of us there together with a 2-yearold child. We stayed there for 4 days during the action and
heard the Germans hovering upstairs over our shelter,
robbing. We could open our shelter from the inside. My
relative's husband was outside, working at a peasant's place
and after 4 days he told us that the action was over and we
could come out. (...) For those four days when we were
hidden, the action continued on the street. (...) We heard
what was happening upstairs. They were knocking
everything over, the boys were shouting "help". (...) crying,
screaming, sobbing, shooting. (…) We heard people being
killed there. The old lady, our relative, kept screaming "I
don't know" when they asked her where the Jews were
hiding until they finally shot her. It was quiet at night.
During the day the action lasted, they demolished the ovens,
robbed, looked for valuables and Jews. They knocked down
the door from the big cellar but did not find our little one. All
that time downstairs we were praying the prayer "Vide" and
Tylin. I was trembling not because I was afraid of death, but I
was afraid of physical suffering. Meanwhile, the air became
so heavy that we were afraid of suffocation. At that moment
a miracle happened, because when we were close to
suffocation, suddenly the top board moved a few centimeters
away and we felt a breath of fresh air. The top board moved
away apparently under the pressure of things imposed in an
angle by the robbers upstairs.

Meanwhile, the Germans came out of the room above us and left
only two to watch over the things they were about to steal. The
Germans were hanging around in front of the house. (...) Then it
became quiet. (...) About 2 a.m. I heard that there were no
Germans upstairs, I went out, wrapped myself in rags so that I
would not be noticed at night. I hid behind the closet, there was
also a window, which was the easiest way out. I barely managed
to hide behind the closet, I heard the door creaking and several
Germans entered the room. Then I broke the window and
jumped out. They started shooting, I heard a swish of bullets
around me, but none of them reached me. I ran to the orchard. I
did not find any of my people. (...) I started looking for a way and
wandered around the orchard and wanted to get to the village. I
escaped to the cemetery and, exhausted, sat under the cross and
saw from a distance how the town was burning. (…) I escaped to
the cemetery and, exhausted, sat under the cross and saw from
afar how the town burned.

Photo: Mass grave with the remains of about 3 thousand Jews - inhabitants of
Przemyślany, shot by the Nazis during the war.
Source: https://sztetl.org.pl

