Rawa Ruska

HISTORY
Rawa Ruska was founded in 1455 by the Polish prince Władysław I of Płock,
Duke of Bełz and Mazovia. Rawa Ruska became more important in the
seventeenth century when the trade route between Lublin and Lviv passing
through the city. From the first partition of Poland in 1772 until the end of World
War I in 1918, the town was part of the Austrian Partition ruled first by the
Austrian Empire and then by Austria-Hungary after the compromise of 1867. It
was a seat of the Rawa Ruska district. In the nineteenth century, the railroad
lines Sokal-Jarosław and Lwów-Bełżec enabled even faster development. Rawa
Ruska became a railroad junction and a typical small town with small private
production and trade. In 1880, Rawa Ruska had about 6500 inhabitants of which
1592 were Roman Catholics, 1087 Greek Catholics, and 3905 of them were
Jews. In the interwar period, the town was within Polish borders. On September
14, 1939, during the Invasion of Poland, Rawa Ruska was captured by the
Wehrmacht. The German troops left the town within days in accordance with the
German-Soviet Frontier Treaty, and Rawa Ruska was occupied by the Soviet
forces. In 1941 the German army entered the city again.

Photo: The entrance road to Rawa Ruska, 1939
Source: wwww.fotopolska.eu

It is not known exactly when the first Jews appeared in Rawa
Ruska. Between 1629-1643 they had at least 25 houses in the
town. The Jews were mainly engaged in trade, inn-keeping,
furriery, hat-making, carpentry. After the town passed under
Austrian control in 1772 new taxes were imposed on Jewish
people. Egg purchase and export became a specialty of Rawa
Ruska. Many poor Jews were engaged in the carriageway trade.
The richer ones opened small factories. In the second half of the
19th century, most houses in town belonged to Jews. However,
poverty forced many to emigrate. In 1910, Jewish emigrants from
Rawa Ruska established in New York an organization "Merchaot
Hewrat Bnai Lewi Jicchak - Anszei Rawa Ruska". There were many
synagogues and kloyzs in Rawa Ruska. They took their names
from their locations. One of the most famous was, so-called,
Synagogue on Sands (Synagoga na Piaskach). In 1931, out of 11
146 inhabitants of Rawa Ruska 5688 were Jewish. On the eve of
the German invasion of the USSR, there were 7120 Jewish
inhabitants in Rawa Ruska.
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World War II

1939-1941
In the period from September 1939
to June 1941, Rawa Ruska was in
the territory occupied by the USSR,
On June 22, 1941, the Germans
entered the town. Since then, Rawa
was administratively located in the
Galicia district, which was annexed
to the General Government,
In July 1941, Ukrainian nationalists
killed about 100 Jews in the
Wolkowica forest;

1942
On March 19 and 20, about 1000-1500
Jews from Rawa Ruska found
themselves in a transport sent by the
Germans to the death camp in Bełżec,
On July 27, the second extermination
action took place in Rawa Ruska,
carried out by the German 133rd police
battalion together with the local
German gendarmerie and the Ukrainian
auxiliary police. About 1200-2000 Jews
from Rawa Ruska were transported to
the death camp in Bełżec and with them
part of the Jewish inhabitants of
Magierów, Niemirów, and Uhnów,
In August an open ghetto was
established in Rawa Ruska. In
September and October Germans
displaced to Rawa Ruska Jews from
nearby towns. Because of the huge
tightness, cold, lack of food, and bad
sanitary conditions, the ghetto was
plagued by typhus

1942

1942

On December 7-11, the ghetto was
liquidated. About 3000-5000 people
were shot on the spot and 20005000 people were taken to Bełżec.
There was a small group of Jews left
in the town, who had to take the
bodies of those killed from the town
to the cemetery. Apart from the
people legally staying in the the
residual ghetto there were about
250-300 "illegal" Jews in hiding
places. A large part of them was
found and murdered;

1943
On May 1, some of the prisoners of
the liquidated labor camp in Mosty
Wielkie were transferred to Rawa
Ruska. They were engaged in
building and repairing roads,

1943

On June 8-10, 1943, all Jewish
residents were shot dead in the
forest near Borowe
village;
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"The first so-called ‘aktionen’ took place in March 1942 when
1,500 Jews were seized in the streets by the German police,
with the participation of the Ukrainian support police, coming
home from hard labor. Many were also driven out of their
homes. They were, pitiably, loaded into freight trucks, pressed
in like herring, women, men, and children taken off to Bełżec,
where they were exterminated that same day. The official
systematic murder of the Rawa Ruska Jewish community
began at that time.

In July, that is 5 months later, once again, 2000 Jews, after hard, endless
tribulation, made the same tragic journey of martyrs, from Rawa Ruska to
Bełżec. This time there were bloody scenes played out at the assembly
point, where tens of Jews were shot on the spot by the Ukrainian bandits.
After this very ‘aktion’ the perfidious Germans drove together all of the
Jewish families from the surrounding smaller towns such as Potelycz,
Uhniv, Magierow, and others. We immediately understood what this act
meant. […] On Sunday the 7th of December, Ukrainian and German
murderers began to drive the old and the sick (there was a typhus
epidemic rampant in the ghetto at the time), into the synagogue, with tens
of the sick being killed along the way, being dragged and pushed by the
previous mentioned bandits. This ‘aktion’ lasted for only two days, and on
Tuesday the 9th of December, the expulsion of Rawa Ruska began. Freight
trucks came into the ghetto. Under frightening shooting, and rivers of
blood, the Ukrainian murderers loaded up the dead with the living Jews
into the autos, and took them off the Sedliska Forest, where two pits there
had previously been dug and prepared by the two murderers, Meyers and
Tregner, who shot them all with machine gun weaponry.
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A person from our city, a certain Yankl Tritt, found a way, by a
miracle, to run away, and later came to the ghetto. He told what
sort of frightful scenes took place there when mothers refused to
fling their small children into the pit. Many of the others simply
lost their minds, and their voices filled the entire environs; their
voices must have reached up to the heart of the heavens. There
were also two large mass graves at the cemetery; most of the
transports with fathers, mothers, and children from Jewish Rawa
Ruska also went to Bełżec.".
Source: Rawa Ruska Yizkor Book, https://www.jewishgen.org/yizkor/RavaRuska/files/Rava_Ruska_Hebrew.pdf, pp.186-187

Photo: Jewish cemetery in Rawa Ruska, where Germans were carrying out mass murders of
Jews, photo E. Koper
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Photo: Construction of a lapidarium, 2013. In September 2013, within the framework of the
'Preserve the memory' project, the construction of a commemoration began at the new Jewish
cemetery and the site of a mass execution. The mass grave was surrounded by a wall about
80 cm high. From the fragments of matzevot, which were previously located on the cemetery
grounds, a lapidarium in the shape of a memorial wall with a gate was built. The
commemoration was ceremonially unveiled on June 29, 2015, photo E. Koper

