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HISTORY
The origins of Lubycza Królewska date back to the times of the Mazovian and
Wallachian colonization conducted at the end of the 14th and the beginning of
the 15th centuries by Siemowit IV, Duke of Masovia. In 1787 the Austrian
authorities gave Lubycza to Edward Romanowski, and in 1830 the town was
bought at auction by Baron H. A. Leibnitz. The village was later owned by the
Woroniecki, Zieliński, Kampf, and Marian Horowitz families. In 1855 Ludwik
Zieliński established in Lubycza a faience and stoneware factory, which was
open until 1911 when it was destroyed by fire. The factory was owned by Jews,
including Parnas and Luft. It produced mainly, but not only, objects for the cult
purposes for the Jewish community. The products of this factory, which were
characterized by blue decorations, gained considerable fame. At the turn of the
19th and 20th centuries, Lubycza developed as a local industrial center. At that
time, the town was inhabited mainly by Jews. During the World War I the town
suffered considerably. Most of the buildings were in ruins.

Photo: A vessel for matzah and Passover dishes - from the turn of the 19th and 20th centuries
Source: Collection of the Museum of Ethnography and Art crafts in Lviv; www.stalowka.net

Photo: Location plan of Lubycza Królewska, 1852.
Source: National Library

Photo: Devastated Lubycza Królewska after World War I
Source: www.facebook.com/Historia-Regionu-Tomaszów-Lubelski-Bełz-Rawa-Ruska-216532571884064/

Photo: Book of Numbers belonging to the Jews from Lubycza Królewska
Source: Private collection

Photo: Book of Exodus belonging to the Jews from Lubycza Królewska
Source: Private collection

The first information about the Jewish population in Lubycza
Królewska dates back to the 16th century. In the interwar
period, Lubycza was the center of economic, social, and cultural
life where Jews constituted 90 percent of the population. In
1921. Lubycza had 710 inhabitants, including 649 Jews. As the
town was largely destroyed during World War I, many residents
died and many others became homeless, the community
became impoverished and was largely supported by the "Joint".
In 1939 there were 740 people living in Lubycza Królewska,
including 630 Jews. In the town, there was a Jewish religious
community, a brick synagogue, a mikvah, and a Jewish
cemetery. The Jews dealt mainly with trade, craft, small
catering, and small production.

Photo: Jewish stall in Lubycza Królewska. Town was destroyed during World War I.
Source: wwww.historiaregionu.org, photo from private collection of Ryszard Gawryś

In the 1920s there were, among others: a tinsmith - Rauch, a hairdresser - Gisliper, a
tailor - Schpritzer, a milkman - Freind, a bricklayer - Blumenfeld, a baker - Gottlieb, a
carpenter - Feder, a shoemaker - Ober, a watchmaker - Listiger. Before the outbreak
of war in Lubycza, there also lived a Jewish doctor, Ignacy Weiss. He came from
Lviv and studied medicine in Vienna. He was a gynecologist-obstetrician. He
married Ivanna Antoniwna Fołys, daughter of the priest of the Greek Catholic parish
of Lubycza-Kniazie. In those days such marriages were rare. The Weiss family lived
in a house at 50 Lwowska Street. Before the outbreak of war, Weiss was mobilized
into the Polish army. His later fate is unknown, the date of his death and place of
burial is also not known.

Photo: Contemporary photograph of Dr. Ignacy Weiss's house. Currently the building is located
in King Jan III Sobieski street, in the center of the town, and houses a library.
Source: AMMPB, fot. Dominika Natyna
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Ruins of the Greek Catholic church in Lubycza-Kniaza

Before the war and at the beginning of the occupation
Lubycza was a small town where the majority of the
population were Jews.[...] In addition to their own
school, they had a temple - a synagogue - where they
prayed. I remember the atmosphere in Lubycza at that
time. Despite the religious and economic differences,
people lived in harmony and tolerated each other. The
richest man in Lubycza was a Jew named Horowitz, who
lived in a palace and owned several granges spread
over the surrounding villages, where Polish people
worked. The Jews hardly ever cultivated the land or
raised livestock.[...] In addition to their own
school, they had a temple - a synagogue - where they
prayed. I remember the atmosphere in Lubycza at that
time. Despite the religious and financial differences,
people lived in harmony and tolerance. The richest man
in Lubycza was a Jew named Horowitz, who lived in a
palace and owned several granges spread over the
surrounding villages, where Polish people worked. The
Jews hardly ever cultivated or farmed the land. I
remember that Horowitz drove a carriage harnessed to
two horses. He did not hang around with ordinary
people. He bought a ball for our school, a ball was
rare in those days. This idyll ended with the outbreak
of war. The Jews began to sense that something bad
awaited them from the Germans. A Jewish acquaintance
named Helu told me and my parents that first, the
extermination would affect them, and then all those
who remained - they too would meet a similar fate.

Account of a woman living in Lubycza Królewska
Source: AMMPB

Photo: German soldiers in front of Horowitz Palace in Lubycza Królewska
Source: wwww.militaria-archive.com

World War II
German troops entered Lubycza on September 23, 1939.
German soldiers seized Jewish property, desecrated
places of worship - Lubycza's synagogue was burnt
down - and committed numerous beatings, physical and
psychological abuse. They often organized public beardcutting for Orthodox Jews. After several days of German
occupation, the Soviet army entered the town. The
requisitioning of property, arrests, deportations to
Siberia, and economic repressions all forced the Jews to
adapt to difficult social and living conditions. On 22
June 1941, after the Germans had attacked the USSR,
the Wehrmacht army entered Lubycza again. As the
German front advanced, some Jews from Lubycza fled
to the east. The second stay of the Germans in the town
meant further oppression of the Jewish community. At
the turn of 1941-1942, the Germans brought about 120
Jews from Lubycza Królewska to the site of the future
extermination center in Bełżec, who completed the
construction of the camp buildings. At the end of
February or the beginning of March 1942, they were
murdered in the gas chambers. This group constituted a
significant part of the Lubycza Jewish community.

In February 1942, I was in Lubycza Królewska,
and at that time, the Germans from the camp in
Bełżec asked the president of the Jewish
community to appoint a dozen or so Jews to
work, stating that they should be supplied
with spoons and eating utensils. The Germans
then took twenty-some Jews from Lubycza
Królewska. They took them by car to the camp
in Bełżec. One of them told me that for a few
days they had been working in the camp felling
pine trees. He was the only one who managed to
hide and get out. While in hiding, he heard
the locked Jews in the barracks shouting for a
few seconds, then there was silence. The
implication was that this was the first
attempt to kill Jews in Bełżec. I heard that
an escaped Jew was grabbed by the Germans and
killed.

Account by Mieczysław Kudyba
Source: Obóz zagłady w Bełżcu w relacjach ocalałych i zeznaniach polskich światków,
ed. D. Libionka

Photo: Jews forced to undress and bathe in the river by German soldiers
Source: wwww.yadvashem.org

During the occupation, some Jews were deported to the Rawa Ruska ghetto.
It most probably took place in late May or early June 1942. Jews from
Lubycza were also captured in small groups and transported to the death
camp in Bełżec.
The Germans liquidated the Jews in Lubycza
gradually. At first, they took the young
people living in the center of the town and
led the group of 20-30 people on foot in the
direction of Bełżec. They repeated these
actions several times. The remaining Jews
escaped from the center to the suburbs of
Lubycza, living between Poles and Ukrainians.
I remember that three families lived in our
large house. We, on the one side, a Jewish
family lived on the other side, they had a
separate entrance to the flat, and another
Jewish family lived in the attic. I remember
one such action of searching for Jews in
Lubycza. The houses in the market square were
deserted. As I said, the Jews who remained in
Lubycza tried to live between the Poles and
Ukrainians in the streets in the suburbs.
They thought that in this way, they would be
able to hide from the Germans. When the
Germans
arrived,
they
went
around
the
inhabited houses and chased the Jews out
[...] In this way, a group of several dozen
Jews was gathered and led on foot to Bełżec.
Account of a woman living in Lubycza Królewska
Source: AMMPB

Photo: Gottlieb Hering - second commandant of the death camp in Bełżec
Source: Wikipedia

On October 4, 1942, Gottlieb Hering organized a punitive expedition by SS men
serving in the camp, who carried out the execution of more than 50 Poles and
Ukrainians. The reason for this was a fire in the stable on the farmstead belonging
to the Słowik family, directly adjacent to the camp. Hering kept his horse in that
stable. He frequently rode them around Bełżec. The fire broke out through the
carelessness of the Ukrainian watchmen on guard there. Despite the intervention of
the fire company, the stables burned down and Hering’s favourite horse died.
Fearing their commandant’s wrath, the watchmen testified that it was a case of
arson by civilian saboteurs living nearby. On that day, the repressions also reached
the Jews of Lubycza, who were driven to Bełżec death camp and killed. According
to various accounts, between 300 and 500 Jews lost their lives then. Most probably,
this October action carried out by the Germans ultimately liquidated the Jewish
community in Lubycza Królewska.
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